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an^ni (pfy^rt seteed aBoytl ionfanhn (RJ) airliner in Beirut fat 
June JSSSlThtfjncmbers of tbe panel also were asked whether they 
had cwri bnt ncfim of Ay piracy or had any ties to the 
MU^:E^ .1987, U.S. agents lured Younis to a 

yacht inrfie MetffierraneanSea, arrested him and flew him to the 
UuitedStafei^tiK firatsiBti application of the law that gives U.S: 
anthorftie^1oog-anu’’itmsdic4oolncasesnrirolviag CheiaJtiogof 
American ho stag e s overseas. The law has been applied before in 
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By a -1%nes StelT Writer vitb agency dispatches 

TOKYO^-EBs Majesty King Hussein Fri¬ 
day paid tribute to the Soviet Union’s di¬ 
plomatic drive for peace in the Middle East 
and said Moscow was trying to work with 
Washington to find a peace settlement to the 
Arah-l^raell conflict. 


\ 
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ciaiion of terrorism. 

He said he did nor know if 
Israel was any closer to recognis¬ 
ing a Palestinian state but was hm King Hussein 
encouraged that opinion polls 

had showed that a majority of Agency. Petra, said. The two 
Jsraehs favoured dialogue with [ ea d ers also discussed scopes of 
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"It s,. at this moment, just 
what we have been seeking, 
which is consultations among the 
five permanent members of the 


trying to seize the initiative in the 
Middle East, adding: "In fact, 
they are trying to hopefully work 
wUh the United States and with 


(U.N.) Security Council to pre-- other permanent members of the 
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pare for an international peace 
conference... and to resolve the 
Palestinian^ problem -in all its 
aspects,” the King said in a U.S. 
television interview.- 
The King, who is currently in 
Tokyo to attend the funeral of the 
late empmpr, Hirohito. said in 
the interview: “I believe that (the 
Soviet position Jis identical to our 
view and Jtbe. : view o( the over¬ 
whelming majority of leaders in 
the worlds . ,; -v■ 

-The King; who held talks with 
U.S. President George:Bush and. 
other world leader? attending the 
e raperoi^ funeraFitrTokyo, said 
he did not bchfivc'. Moscow^ as 


Security Council to help. 

“And they do realise, I'm 
pleased to say, that this is an 
opportunity that may not come 
again if we don't move, and the 
chance Is lost.” 

The King's remarks came after 
talks in Amman earlier this week 
with Soviet Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze, who vi¬ 
sited Jordan as pan of a five-state 
Middle East trip. 

The King said the Palestine 
liberation Organisation (PLO) 
had contributed positively to the 
peace process and that he be¬ 
lieved that PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat was serious in his renun- 


The King reaffirmed Jordan's 
belief, shared by all Arab coun¬ 
tries and an overwhelming major¬ 
ity of the world nations, that the 
best forum to achieve Middle 
East peace was an international 
conference attended by the five 
permanent members of the 
Securiry Council and all parties 
involved in the Arab-lsraefi con¬ 
flict, including the PLO. 

In Tokyo Friday, the King 
attended the funeral of Emperor 
Hirohito. 

Later, he met with Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak and 
reviewed with him the latest in¬ 
ternational moves for peace in 
Lhe Middle East and noted in 
particular the recent visit to the 
Middle East by a European Com¬ 
munity (EC) delegation as well as 
the ongoing trip to the region by 
Shevandnadze, who stressed the 
need for an international peace 
conference, the Jordan News 


^ i 








m 




. . 

fTWIY: 


tz b 



in Baghdad on peace 


r iruuMc BAGHDAD; (Agencies) — 
j for emtk: Soviet Foreign 'Minister Eduard 
an in fe. Sbevardnadzeasd hjslraigicoun- 
e in Fun* terpart Tareq Azc-Jstarted talks 
roiucK sk Friday eipected -to; cover- the 
£ U ic :d at deadlock in' the ;Iran-Sraq peace 
.[jjjg ^ talks andfiwfinga solution -to the 
it wiuM fc Arab-Isradj confiat^. ; 1 ; . ’ . 
vnnoitit Shevardnadze, arrived late 
, : yuo ■ Thursday . for ; a ; iwd-day ; visit, 
‘ l saying he was concerned, about 
I lack of progress in .the. Golf war 

' j.: peaceuegptii^iK^h_ad3itK>n to 

*S0atw the peace i^iitesv.he said his. talks 
will include trade relations and 
. other bilateral issura. 

,>ln I**. ■ ShevardnakfcSe Was also - due 
^rM^; meet ;Iraqi : Pnssutent Saddam 
id*.* w Hussei n. Reis carrying a letter to 
;x> uk 1 ^ *■" him from Soviet leader Michael 
* HMifltJ GorbadieV. -: /ri , - - v - 

, n j- ik.'- - TbeiSoweVmitiBtar-is due to 
tu re « ^ leave Baghd^ ^ Tehran Satnr- 
, .irchivffl 1 . dayv.wheiejrerhas been granted a 
’n^en.^ rare auc&^se with'Iranian leader 


tiK«e ^ 

v ioufld 


a letter to 
r Michael 


:n ji *; 
tulf fl ^ 

■ .irtThivcfl* 


: from* - Ayatollah RiihODah-Khomeini. 

. ^ Eastern xfiplomats here said 

i:v hirt ^ Sheva rd na d ze is^ eapected to 
' n pr»s bc^_Ii^'ancfti^an iead- 
’ crs to ^woric -towards a peace 

' n i«»il." treaty in the negotiations being 
! - conducted upderUnfted-Nations 
auspices, : : jyr 7 -'' ■_'' ■ 
lh , C ■ ^evartfriidae'amv&d in.Bagh- 
jifi fi^m CSihS^-tiai&pe- he said 
• \., -It. Thursday Israd must' agree, to 
r ‘ talkyri&’tifcf'Paiestme-Liberation 

^ Dr^aniatiori-(PLO) - and accept 

.1 1 v-- 30 mteTnatippaJfpeaCe conference 
® the price Of .resuming fiill 
mpfomiatic- refations with the 
iTof 1 '* Kremlin* Israel has:said relations 
■ must ocone before an expanded 
Soviet-rohHn-the-peace process. 
(5 01 PLO XShairinan. Yasser Arafat 
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said the Soviets were providing 
him an indirect channel to the 
Isretis through increased contacts 
set up this week in Cairo. 

On Friday, the London-based 
“Ai Sharq A1 Awsat” daily said 
Shevardnadze bad given both 
Arafat and Syrian President 
Hafez A! Assad invitations from 
Gorbachev to visit Moscow for a 
reconciliation meeting. 

■ Arafat and Assad have been at 
odds since 1983. . 

Shevardnadze met separately 
with Arafat and Israeli Foreign 
Minister Moshe Arens in Cairo 
Wednesday. 

In a speech to politicians in 
Cairo, Shevardnadze said: “We 
would like the government of 
Israel to know that once it opts 
for the conference and agrees to a 
dialogue with the Palestine Li¬ 
beration Organisation, our two 
countries could take yet another 
step toward re-establishing full 
diplomatic relations.'' 

“The beginning of the confer¬ 
ence would be a starting point for 
resumed relations," severed after 
the 1967 war, be said. 

But, Israeli Prime Minister Yit¬ 
zhak Shamir said Friday that 
Moscow could not play a role in 
Middle East peacemaking nntO it 
resumed diplomatic relations 
with Israel. 

“As far as we are concerned, 
the Soviet Union cannot play a 
role in the peace process in our 
area as long as it does not renew 
ties with us," he told a news 
conference. 

“Even after the Soviets resume 
ties, we will accept an interna¬ 


tional peace conference which is 
not a substitute for direct talks... 
I don't think it is reasonable (of 
Moscow) to put conditions for 
resumed ties,” Sh amir told the 
airport news conference on his 
return from a visit to France. 

In Moscow's fullest explana¬ 
tion of its formula for peace talks, 
Shevardnadze told a Cairo press 
conference Thursday, that an in¬ 
ternational conference under 
U.N. sponsorship would serve as 
a “collective mediator” and “a 
kind of safety net to guarantee 
the negotiations from failures." 

Two issues needed resolving — 
the conference’s political and leg¬ 
al basis and Palestinian participa¬ 
tion, he said. The rest could be 
decided at the conference. 

The Soviet minister urged U.N. 
Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar to appoint a person of 
high international standing — he 
suggested no names — as special 
representative for the Middle 
East to get involved in the early 
stages of groundwork for a con¬ 
ference. 

“If he is supported by the 
European Community, the Un¬ 
ited States and the other great 
powers, then success could be 
expected," Shevardnadze said. 

He said that without peace 
moves, “time in the Middle East 
is working for war rather than 
peace.” 

Shevardnadze, m reply to a 
question, criticised a comment he 
attributed to U.S. President 
George Bush, that Soviet role in 
the Middle East should be li¬ 
mited. 
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Pacific in mystery blast 


L r Z. * "yflOLUElF (Agencies) — An 

- i J _«pwHQh' ripped open-the fusel- 

^& United Airlin es Jumbo 
1 *-1* sBonlv -after takeoff from 

Hawaii Fnday aud as many as 10 
People were missin g, possibly 
Ik -11 f sucked through a-giant hole, offi- 

- dais'said.:, . 

;b* jjpF: Mike Moroney, a. spokesman 


jld determine if there has been -.a 
ijr criminal act. Gur infbrination is 


Initial , reports had referred to 
an explosion aboard tbe Boeing 
747, but there was no immediate 
confirmation. Some passengers 
described bearing an explosion, 
while others described a hissing 
sonnd and a “tearing away of tbe 
plane.” 

National Transportation Safety 
Board spokeswoman Dmcella 
Anderson said the Boeing -747 
had departed Honolulu interna¬ 
tional airport with 336 passengers 


I'li if enminai act. vurmforination js and 15 crew members at 1:53 
eight to 10 people‘are missing. ” - a.m. It retained 40 minutes later 
jVPW A spokeowmtaa .for--United: : with a three-by-12 metre hole in 
Airlines _iiv Qucagpr said there, the forward baggage area , on the 
,hi^ iff were .an undertnmed. number erf ri^rt side of the airliner, 
j ib^jf’ fetahties and, injuri^-^K>ard. - ‘/You' could drive an ambu- 
i '■ 8IT, bbtind -frQni'San Ran- lance through it’, you could see 

, {: cisq), Los Angeles, andHotiohiliithe seats and the baggage com- 

#' to A u ckland , New Ze ala nd ^-andnartment from the outside," said 
n£ lt Sydney, Australia, ; flay Mews^ a photographer for 


KGMB-TV. 

Two of the plane’s four engines 
had failed, apparently losing 
power- after the explosion, 
according to Joann Decanpra, a 
dispatcher at the airport. 

Barbara Abels, a Federal Avia¬ 
tion Administration spokes¬ 
woman in Los Angeles, sakl eight 
to 11 passeagers were believed 
missing from the plane. 

“People were sucked out or 
they were gone," a woman pas¬ 
senger who survived told a radio 
reporter. 

*T heard no explosion, only the 
sound of something coming away, 
just the air that would come in 
when you create a vacuum,. the 
wind that would come through. It 
was a ripping awy. I don't recall 
hearing an explosion. It was just 
like the plane came apart.” 


cooperation within the 
framework of the Arab Coopera¬ 
tion Council (ACC), which was 
established Feb. 16 grouping Jor¬ 
dan, North Yemen, Iraq and 
Egypt, Petra reported. 

The King also met with U.N. 
Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar and discussed U.N. 
efforts, which contributed to re¬ 
solving a number of international 
and regional conflicts, including 
the I ran-Iraq war, Petra said. Tbe 
King reviewed U.N. moves to 
implement Security Council Re¬ 
solution 598 on the Iran-lraq war 
and efforts to find permanent 
peace between the two sides after 
eight years of war, the agency 
said. 

Petra said the King and Perez 
de Cuellar emphasised the need 
for finding a just solution to the 
Middle East problem through an 
international peace conference as 

(Continued on page 2) 


PLO hopes 
Israel 
can be 
persuaded 


LONDON (Agencies; — A 
senior Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) official 
said Friday he was optimistic 
that superpower pressure and 
Israeli public opinion would 
eventually persuade tbe Israeli 
government to negotiate with 
the PLO. 

Bassam Abu Sharif, special 
adviser to PLO Chairman Yas¬ 
ser Arafat, told a news confer¬ 
ence Soviet Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze's Mid¬ 
dle East tour “was of extreme 
importance... it has definitely 
given a push to peace efforts.’* 

Shevardnadze met Arafat 
and Israefi Foreign Minister 
Moshe Arens in Cairo Wednes¬ 
day as part of a new Soviet 
Initiative to speed up progress 
towards an international con¬ 
ference on the Middle East. 

Abo Sharif, visiting Britain, 
said tbe Middle East was top of 
the superpower agenda on re¬ 
gional trouble spots, now that 
other conflicts discussed at last 
year’s U.S--Soviei summit in 
Moscow were on their way 
towards a solution. 

As well as tbe Soviet initia¬ 
tive, “there are afi reasons to 
believe *h»t the U.S. wfll also 
(exert) efforts soon, trying to 
help bring a comprehensive 
peace in the Middle East.’* 

West European stales were 
also seeking a breakthrough, 
said Abu Sharif, who held talks 
Thursday with British Junior 
Foreign Minister WiBhun Wal- 
degrave. 

Abu Sharif said in an inter¬ 
view published Friday that he 
was trying to arrange a meet- 
i ing with Israeli Defence Minis¬ 
ter Yitzhak Rabin In London. 

Rabin, meanwhile, has left 
Israel for speaking engage¬ 
ments in Switzerland, Israel 
Radio reported. 

. “I’m working through Brit¬ 
ish political figures in the Con¬ 
servative Party to arrange a 
meeting with Rabin who wiffl 
visit London," Aim Sharif said 
in an interview with the Israeli 
newspaper Yediot Ahnrnof. 

’’If I meet Him I wfll ask him 
’Why do yon shoot chBdren'?” 
Aim Sharif said. “He wfll of 
course ask me ‘Why are you 
rioting’?” • 

Rabin has met extensively 
with Palestinian officials in the 
occupied lands. 


SlOm annual U.N. aid for Jordan 


AMMAN (Petra) — The (Jailed Nations resident representative in 
Amman, Alx Attiga has said the U.N. had made a yearly allocation 
of $10 million to Jordan as technical support for the economic 
sector. Attiga, who was speaking at the end of a symposium on 
energy in the Middle East (see page 3), praised the formation of 
the Arab Cooperation Council (ACC) and noted in particular 
Jordan's role in founding the council, which, he said, would meet 
pan-Arab aspirations for unity. Attiga pledged U.N, support for 
the ACC, sayutg that the U.N. supports the joint efforts for the 
developing world, including the Arab countries. The chairman of 
the Arab Fund Tor Economic and Social Development, Abdul Latif 
Al Hamad, pledged the fund's support for Jordan and said that the 
fund had approved the allocation of 100,000 Kuwaiti dinars to 
Jordan to enable it to undertake a technical study For phosphate 
production from one of the new phosphate mines. 


Price: Jordan 100 fils; Syria 1 pound; Lebanon 1 pound; Saudi Arabia 1,50 riyals: UAE 1.50 dirhams; Great Britain 25 pence 


Hirohito laid to rest after rituals 


TOKYO (Agencies) — Japan 
Friday buried its last emperor, 
Hirohito, with elaborate funer¬ 
al rites attended by leaders 
from around the world. 

His Majesty King Hussein, 
U.S. President George Bush 
and representatives of more 
than 150 other countries 
attended the fhnerdl ceremony 
held in a park in western 
Tokyo. 

About 570.000 people lined 
the route of the funeral proces¬ 
sion from the Imperial Palace 
to the funeral park, and then 
out to the imperial cemetery, to 
bid a final farewell to the man 
who led them for 62 years, first 
as a god, and after the war as a 
human being. 

“The sky is also crying," 
said a former diplomat at file 
funeral ceremony, noting the 
incessant rain on the coldest 
day so for this year. 

But around the country, 
anti-emperor groups also 
braved tbe cold, wet weather to 
stage more than 40 demonstra¬ 
tions against Hirohito, re¬ 


garded by some Japanese as a 
war criminal for his part in 
World War H. 

But others cried or clasped 
their hands together in prayer 
as Hirohito's coffin passed. 

A 72-year-old farmer. Mode 
Hiroki, tried to commit suicide 
by ritual disemboweiment, or 
hara-kiri, on the southern is¬ 
land of Kyushi. 

Police said Hindu was in 
serious condition after slashing 
his abdomen with a kitchen 
knife. The World War n Army 
private, who served in China, 
left a note saying he believed he 
had to follow his emperor in 
death. 

A New York Times-CBS 
news poll this month said 77 
per cent of Japanese support 
the imperial system, 73 per cent 
regarded the emperor as a 
national symbol and just two 
per cent said they still consi¬ 
dered him a god. 

Hirohito died Jan. 7 aged 87. 
His 85-year-old widow, the 
Empress Dowager Nagako, was 
said by the Imperial Household 


Agency to be too frail to attend 
tbe funeral ceremony. 

President Bush was sealed in 
the front row for the funeral 
service, as was French Presi¬ 
dent Francois Mitterrand. 

A total of 55 beads of stale, 
14 members of royal families 
and II prime ministers were 
among the foreign guests in 
Tokyo to attend services for 
Hirohito. 

Tbe burial followed a somber 
ceremony. Flutes and pipes and 
an occasional drum beat sound¬ 
ed a plaintive tune as 225 mar¬ 
chers, some carrying flags and 
spears, entered the Shinjuku 
Imperial Gardens. The only 
other sound was the crunching 
of gravel underfoot. 

A chamberlain dressed in 
white followed the bier car¬ 
rying a platter with a pair of 
white shoes that tradition says 
the deceased monarch wfll wear 
to heaven. 

The elaborate ceremony, 
viewed by what Japanese offi¬ 
cials said was (he largest 
gathering of world leaders in 


Khasawneh: ACC 
enhanced Jordan’s 
stand in Arab Order 


AMMAN (Petra) — Information 
Minister Hani Khasawneh has 
said that the Arab Cooperation 
Council (ACC) formula had en¬ 
hanced Jordan’s position within 
the Arab Order and further 
strengthened the unique relations 
which link Jordan with the other 
three founding states of tbe ACC 
— Egypt, North Yemen and Iraq. 

In a lecture he delivered at 
Maan Cultural Club Thursday, 
Khasawneh said the major prob¬ 
lems facing the Arab Nation, 
including those related to de¬ 
velopment and economy, cannot 
be solved except through a pan- 
Arab perspective. 

“Tbe economic problem poses 
a challenge to Jordan because it 


forced it to follow certain mea¬ 
sures, such as reducing imports, 
applying austerity measures, cut¬ 
ting on public expenditure," be 
said.“These measures, resulting 
from tbe decline in Jordan’s re¬ 
serves of foreign currency, have 
made it incumbent on Jordanian 
citizens to adjust to the new 
circumstances, contributing to 
reorganising situations in accord¬ 
ance with Jordan’s national re¬ 
sources,” Khasawneh said. 

He also said that tbe great 
development achievements in 
Jordan had not been coupled with 
sufficient degrees of spiritual, 
cultural, inte&ectuai and demo¬ 
cratic development. 

Khasawneh stressed the need 



Dr. Hani Khasawneh 

for countering the current econo¬ 
mic challenge by reconsidering 
the economic, financial and 
monetary policies with a view to 
ensuring the highest degree of 
responsibility. 


Israeli army imposes new 
curbs on Gazan workers 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies)—The Israeli occupa¬ 
tion authorities announced new 
restrictions on Palestinians from 
the Gaza Strip going to work in 
Israel in a new bid to use econo¬ 
mic warfare to crush the 14- 
monib-old Palestinian uprising. 

From Sunday, all Gaza vehicles 
taking workers to Israel will re¬ 
quire a new permit and residents 
involved in demonstrations, vio¬ 
lence or political “subversion,” 
and people who have not paid 
their taxes will be denied a li¬ 
cence. 

Up to 60,000 of tbe teeming 
coastal strip's 650,000 mostly-rc- 
fugee residents work in Israel, 
mainly as day labourers in build¬ 
ing, agriculture and the hotel and 
catering industries. 

Work in Israel is tbe prime 
source of income in the impover¬ 
ished area, which has virtually no 
local industry and only a few jobs 
in citrus fanning. 

Sources quoted by Reuters said 
tbe decision to use economic 
pressure followed an in-depth re¬ 
view by the defence ministry of 


Israeli 

soldier 

killed 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — An Israefi soldier 
was killed in the occupied West 
Bank town of Nablus Friday 
when Palestinians allegedly 
dropped a concrete block on 
Ms bead, according to military 
sources quoted by Renters. 

The soldier was evacuated by 
army amhwhnrf from the Nab¬ 
lus market where Palestinians 
reported demonstrations and 


the impact of a deepening econo¬ 
mic crisis in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip on the 
uprising. 

“The main conclusion for the 
Israeli defence establishment was 
that preventing Palestinians from 


working in Israel is the main 
means of pressure," a source 
familiar with the study said. 

However the source said offi¬ 
cials did not agree whether grow¬ 
ing economic hardship would 
weaken the uprising or drive 
Palestinians to greater violence 
because they felt they had no¬ 
thing to lose. 

Sources told Reuters a few 
hundred Gaza vehicles were like¬ 
ly to be refused the red permit, 
costing 10 shekels ($6). The mea¬ 
sure does not apply initially to the 
West Bank. 

Hospital officials in the Gaza 
Strip reported that troops shot 
and wounded eight Palestinians 
in clashes with stone-throwing 
protesters in several refugee 
camps Friday. 

Officials at Shifa hospital said 
57-year-old Mohammed Attiya 
Abu Deras of Beil Lahiva village 
was beaten to death with clubs 
overnight, but an army spokes¬ 
man claimed the died naturally of 
a heart attack. 

Among the wounded was a 
four-year-old boy shot in the arm 


Afghan government-in-exile 
demands United Nations seat 


RAWALPINDI, Pakistan 
(Agencies) — Afghan rebels 
launched their new govemment- 
in-exile Friday by demanding the 
country’s seat at the United Na¬ 
tions and calling on supporters of 
the Kabul administration to de¬ 
sert it. 

Moderate Sibghatulah Mojad- 
didfi, elected bead of tbe rebel 
Mujahedeen government Thurs¬ 
day, also offered an amnesty to 
most Kabul officials. 

He added that his government 
hoped to meet inside Afghanistan 
within a month. 

"We request the United Na¬ 
tions to give the seat of Afghanis¬ 
tan to the legal government of the 
Mujahedeen," he told a news 
conference at the dose of a con¬ 
sultative coundl, or Shura, which 
elected him. 


“We call on our brothers still 
working with the puppet regime 
to join the ranks of the Mujahe¬ 
deen,” he said. 

“We offer a general amnesty 
for all those whose hands are not 
stained with the blood of our 
brothers," Mojaddidi said. 

He did not offer any definition 
of those not covered by tbe 
amnesty, but after previous such 
offers Mujahedeen offidals said 
only about 1,000 people would be 
excepted- 

They include President Na- 
jibuUab and other top-ranking 
members of his government, now 
fighting alone after the departure 
Feb. 15 of the last Soviet troops, 
which had backed Kabul for nine 
years. 

The exceptions also include 
members of the Khad secret 


police the Mujahedeen accuse of 
torturing prisoners, they have 
said. 

The government-in-exile was 
voted into office after nearly two 
weeks of feuding between moder¬ 
ates and fundamentalists joined 
in a seven-party Pakistan-based 
alliance and a boycott by eight 
smaller groups based in Iran. 

Afghan rebel leaders based in 
Iran have rejected the provisional 
government because the Iran- 
based Mujahedeen have been de¬ 
nied representation, Tehran 
Radio reported. 

The broadcast monitored in 
Nicosia, quoted Mohammad 
Karim KhaUIi, spokesman for the 
Iran-based alliance, as saying that 
“we consider the formation of the 
interim government as one sided, 
and cannot recognise it.” 


modern times, concluded by 
torchlight shortly before 9 p.m. 
(1200 GMT) after the coffin 
was placed on a cart and hauled 
some 30 metres up a slope. It 
was then moved inside a pre¬ 
pared stone tomb dug into the 
hillside and sealed with con¬ 
crete. 

A bomb exploded in a road¬ 
side embankment about 20 mi¬ 
nutes before the motorcade car¬ 
rying the late emperor's body 
and members of the imperial 
family passed by. 

Police said groups opposing 
the emperor system staged 11 
demonstrations in tbe Japanese 
capital, and officers arrested 
five people in disturbances. 

The Japan Communist Party 
boycotted the funeral and some 
members of tbe main opposi¬ 
tion Japan Socialist Party 
stayed away from the Shinto 
ceremonies while attending tbe 
state ones. 

Hirohito was honoured by 
the presence of official repre¬ 
sentatives of 163 nations at 
some of the 'ceremooies- 


Army 
takes ever 
Beirut 
dock 

BEIRUT, (Agencies) — Leba¬ 
non’s strongest rightist militia 
withdrew from a dock at Beirut 
port Thursday night, cutting 
themselves oft from a major 
source of revenue. 

Troops loyal to army comman¬ 
der Major-General Michel Aoun 
moved into the Fifth Basin at 
Beirut port after Lebanese Forces 
(LF) militiamen departed. 

The troop deployment was the 
latest act by Aoun to enforce 
government control in Christian 
east Beirut over militia forces 
that have challenged the army’s 
power. 

Political sources quoted by 
Reuters said the dock, almost on 
the dividing line between east 
Beirut and the west of the city, 
was closed Friday but it might 
reopen in a few days. 

At least 70 people were killed 
in battles last week between the 
LF and Aoun's mainty-Ctmstian 
forces in Lebanon's Christian 
heartland. 

Aoun, who heads one of the 
country’s two rival governments 
and advocates strong cenral pow¬ 
er to end nearly 14 years of civil 
war, announced a crackdown on 
the LF after the church mediated 
a ceasefire. 

The LF seized control of the 
Fifth Basin eight years ago. Aoun 
has said illegal taxes levied on 
imports and exports from the 
dock provide the hardline militia 
with $200,000 a month. 

Qasem returns home 

Deputy Prime Minister and 
Foreign Minister of Mnrwan Al 
Qasem returned to Amman 
Thursday after taking part in 
meetings of a six-member Arab 
League committee In Kuwait to 
bring about a settlement to the 
crisis in Lebanon. 

In a statement upon arrival, the 
minister said the committee held a 
series of meetings with heads of 
Lebanese groups and religious 
factions and heard their views and 
analyses of lhe situation in 
Lebanon. 

The committee decided to con¬ 
tinue its meetings with these par¬ 
ties to hear proposals and views at 
a session to be held in Tunis by the 
middle of March, Qasem said. 

He said that a full report on the 
current contacts will be submitted 
lo the Arab League Council in its 
91st meeting due to be 1 held to 
Tunis in the last week of March. 

Qasem said that the beads of 
different Lebanese groups had ex¬ 
pressed readiness to facilitate the 
committee's mission. 


DUE to an inadvertent over¬ 
sight, the Jordan Times, in its 
French supplement published 
Feb. 23/24, repented that the 
book “Satanic Verses*’ was 
not banned in Jordan. In fact, 
the government imposed a ban 
on the book with an order 
issued Nov. 14, 1988. The Jor¬ 
dan Times regrets the error. 
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lahdi refusing to give 
in to army demands 


KHARTOUM (R) — Sudanese 
Prime Minister Sadeq Ai Mahdi 
is refusing to give in to demands 
from the military for reforms and 
a new government, a Khartoum 
newspaper reported Friday. 

The Sudan Tunes daily said 
Mahdi had offered only concilia¬ 
tory statements since the military 
gave him and head of state 
Ahmad Af Mirghani a memoran¬ 
dum with a one-week ultimatum 
Wednesday. 

Newspapers and diplomats say 
the prime minister has been play¬ 
ing for time, hoping to find milit¬ 
ary supplies from abroad to plac¬ 
ate the army. 

The government held an 
emergency meeting Thursday but 
did not reply the demands for 
political and economic reforms. 
The official Sudan News Agency 
(SUNA) said it would meet again 
Friday to discuss the crisis. 

The Sudan Times said that 
military commanders had also 
asked Mahdi to disband the mili¬ 
tia drawn from his ruling Umma 
Party and ordered the army onto 


a higher state of readiness. 

Diplomats in Khartoum have 
said die army's demands included 
the formation of a national salva¬ 
tion government bringing 
together all political forces, a 
peaceful end to a five-year civil 
war in the south and increased 
defence spending. 

Newspapers said a delegation 
from the government coalition 
partners, Mahdi’s Umma and the 
militan t National Islamic Front 
(NEF), left Wednesday for neigh¬ 
bouring Libya, Sudan’s main 
foreign backer. 

They said the team consisted of 
Supreme Council member Ali 
Hassan Tajeddin, also Umma’s 
secretary-general, NIF Politburo 
member Ibrahim Al Sinousa and 
by a deputy chief-oC-staff in 
charge of logistics. 

The army has been increasingly 
exasperated by its failure to end 
the civil war against the Sudan 
People's Liberation Army 
(SPLA). 

The army has repeatedly said it 
does not want to take power 


raq reopens air space 
ter Iran-bound traffic 


BAGHDAD (AP) — Seventy- 
eight Iraqi prisoners of war 
(PoWs) flew home from Iran 
Thursday as the bead of civil 
aviation in Iraq said the technical 
work was completed to allow 
jetliners bound to and from Iran 
to tranrit Iraq's airspace. 

The official said Basra interna¬ 
tional airport is also now ready to 
accept international flights at bar¬ 
gain rates. 

The prisoners released were 
the third and final group of 233 
sick and disabled prisoners Iran 
said It released to mark the 10th 
anniversary of its revolution ear¬ 
lier this month. 

Iran said it would release 260 
prisoners, but the official Islamic 
Republic News Agency (IRNA) 
said 27 of them sought asylum in 
Iran. 

The head of the Iraqi Civil 
Aviation Authority, Majid Kha¬ 
lil Hussein, said the Iraqi airspace 
was now open for international 
airliners flying to Iranian air¬ 
ports. But be said no arrange¬ 
ments were in place to pass the 
planes off to I ranian flight con¬ 
trollers. 

Iraq announced in late January 
during a visit by United Nations 
special envoy Jan Eliasson that it 
would open its airspace to flights 
to Iran, including those by Iran 
Air. 

Hussein told a press conference 


at Baghdad's airport that all tech¬ 
nical arrangements have been 
completed. 

He said border air control posts 
have been erected and new radar 
stations were installed'to facili¬ 
tate civil aviation into Iran 
through Iraqi airspace. 

The Iraqi official expressed 
hope that Iran would take similar 
measures to ensure safety of civil 
aviation over the border of the 
two countries. 

“We have completed our 
obligation, now it is the other 
party’s turn,” Hussein said. 

The move was a confidence¬ 
building measure pushed by the 
United Nations in an effort to 
revive the stalled U.N.-sponsored 
peace talks aimed at ending the 
Gulf war, halted by a ceasefire 
Aug. 20. 

The Iraqi official also 
announced that the airport at the 
southern city Basra was open for 
international aviation and that 
some special arrangements will 
be provided to encourage airlin¬ 
ers to use Basra as a refuelling 
stop between Europe and Asia. 

He said the Civil Aviation Au¬ 
thority has decided to exempt 
airliners from landing fees at the 
airport, reduce catering costs by 
10 per cent and provide fuel at 
rates cheaper than anywhere else 
in the Gulf. 




ir Afrique hijacker 
intenced to life 


LAUSANNE (Agencies) — A 
Lebanese militant was sentenced 
to life imprisonment Friday for 
the 1987 hijack of an Air Afnque 
jetliner in which he killed a 
French passenger and seriously 
wounded a flight attendant. 

Switzerland’s highest court 
convicted Hussein Hariri. 22, on 
all seven charges against him, 
including murder, attempted 
murder and hostage taking. 

The ruling by the five-member 
federal criminal court, after a 
four-day trial, matched the de¬ 
mands of the prosecution, which 
called Hariri a “killer blinded by 
conviction.” 

Defence attorneys bad sought a 
conviction on the lesser charge of 
manslaughter, claiming Hariri 
acted on a reflex when he fatally 
shot passenger Xavier Beaulieu^ 
28. They said testimony did not 
disprove their contention French¬ 
man bad made a threatening 
move. 

Hariri commandeered an Air 
Afrique DC-10 on a flight from 
Brazzaville, Congo, to Paris July 
24,1987 to press demands for the 
release of Lebanese and Palesti¬ 
nians held by France. West Ger¬ 
many and Israel. 


After gaining control of the 
plane over northern Italy, be 
demanded to be flown to Beirut 
but agreed to a refuelling stop at 
Geneva airport. Hariri shot 
Beaulieu after his deadline for 
readying the plane expired. 

Hariri has admitted shooting 
dead a French passenger after 
seizing the DC-10 but told die 
court: “I refuse to consider my¬ 
self as a terrorist.” 

Court President Jean-Jacques 
Leu said the judges could find no 
extenuating circumstances for his 
action and said Hariri did not 
express any sincere regret for the 
death of Beaulieu. 

Flanked by two Swiss guards, 
the bearded 23-year-old 
Lebanese stood motionless as the 
verdict was read out in French 
and then translated into Arabic. 

The court was told Hariri 
boarded the airliner in the Cen¬ 
tral African Republic armed with 
a pistol, 142 rounds of ammuni¬ 
tion and explosives hidden in a 
plastic sports bag. He smuggled 
them on the plane after bribing 
local police. 

The guerrillas Hariri wanted 
released included Georges Ibra¬ 
him Abdallah. 



. ____ 

Sadeq A] Mahdi 

but junior officers might even¬ 
tually press for action indepen¬ 
dent of the political leadership, 
diplomats said. 

Mahdi, in power since May 
1986, promised to publicise the 
mili tary’s demands after talks 
Wednesday with senior army 
officers — Coounander-in-Chiet 
General Fathi Ahmed Ali, Chief- 
of-Staff General Mahdi Nimiri 
and his three deputies. 


U.N. plans 
urgent 
airlift 
to Sudan 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
U.N. 


when vast areas are cat 


‘We are « a 


preparations for one, said W. 
Bryan Wannop, U.N. special 
coordinator for emergency re¬ 
lief operations in Sudan. 


decision will depend on 
whether food can be effectively 
and swiftly transported by 
train, barge and road before 


conference is convened in 
Khartoam, the capital, 
Mach 8-9 to devise a strategy 
to avert Bnhe for populations 
displaced by drought and a 


worked eat, he 


earner mat an ahint would not 
be effective becaase it wotdd be 
very costly and could not trans¬ 
port as much food as ground 
convoys. 


have to be stored and protected 
from the dements, rodents and 
and 


a 

Algerians adopt 

new constltutio 


ALGIERS (R) — Algerians have voted overwhel¬ 
mingly to slam the door on over a quarter of a 
century of dogmatic one-part? socialism and move 
into a new era of political and economic liberalism 

Announcing the result of a poll 
on a new constitution on Friday, 

Interior Munster Abu Bakr Bel- 
kaid said 73.4 per cent of Alge¬ 
rians who voted in Thursday's 
referendum had cast their ballot 
in favour of change- 
He told reporters just over 10 
million, or 79 per cent, of Alger¬ 
ia's 13 milli on registered voters 
had turned out to vote. Some 
7,290,760 voted “Yes” and 
2,637,678 “No.” 

Voting was overshadowed by 
threats of disruption by Islamic 
fundamentalists. Although turn¬ 
out was slightly down on a pre¬ 
vious referendum in November, 
witnesses reported no signs of 
protest against the vote. Chadfi Benjedid 

The new constitution allows 

the creation of independent poll- have voted since the October 
tical associations, guarantees all unrest, but political analysts say 
workers the right to strike, de- the reforms in the new oo n s ti r u - 
letes virtually all references to tion represent the most important 
socialism, and guarantees indd- political changes since independ- 
vidual and collective rights. ence from France in 1962. 

It was drawn up after President “This constitution represents a 
Chadli Benjedid promised far- complete break with the past, 
reaching political reforms in re- Algeria is in the process of mov- 
sponse to violent anti-austerity mg from' the socialist into the 
riots that gripped the country last Western group of nations,” one 
October, leaving at least 162 peo- North African analyst said, 
pie dead. In the 1960s and 70s, Algeria 

It is the third time Algerians was at the forefront of the non- 



aligned group of nations with its 
own particular brand of Third 
World socialism. 

The new constitution signals 
die end of a monopoly on'power 
enjoyed by the ruling National 
Liberation Front (FLN) since in¬ 
dependence. 

It guarantees the separation of 
powers between judiciary, leg¬ 
islative and executive and creates 
an all-powerful constitution coun¬ 
cil to oversee its implementation. 

The next stage of Benjedid’s 
reform process will be an elector¬ 
al law spelling out qualifications 
for new parties and candidates, 
followed by elections at national 
and regional levels. 

Benjedid, elected to a third 
five-year term in December, has 
used the riots to sidestep opposi¬ 
tion from conservatives within 
the FLN to economic reforms 
aimed ait dismantling a central¬ 
ised state-dominated economy. 

Some leftist groups, including 
diehard FLN members, have 
opposed the constitution because 
it abandons socialism as Algeria's 
guiding ideology. 

Due to an inadvertent technical 
error in the printing process, 
the Jordan Times, in its Thurs¬ 
day/Friday issue, published a 
wrong photograph for Algerian 
President Chadli BeitfediiL 
The newspaper deeply regre t s 
the error. 


UNIFIL soldier killed by 
gunfire from Israeli/SLA position 


TYRE (Agencies) — An Irish soldier with the 
United Nations Interim Fora la Lebanon (UNI¬ 
FIL) was k3kd Friday by “mprovoked fire'* 
from Israefi-aSed rnffitiam e u , a U.N. spokesman 


UNIFIL spokesman Timur Gofcsd said the 
peacekeeper was shot in the chest by maciunegun 
fire from a South Lebanon Army (SLA) posi¬ 
tion overlooking an Irish position in the southern 
village of Hartatta. 

SLA, framed mid financed by Israel, assists 
some 1,000 Israeli troops in pafroffing Israel’s 
self-designated “security zone*’ in South 
Lebanon. 

Israel established the 10-to-15 kilometre 
’‘security zone” along the border in 1985 after 
withdrawing most of its troops from Lebanon. 

“Death was instantaneous,” said Goksel. “The 
fore was not provoked.” 

Tension escalated recently between the two 
groeps, with two Scandinavian soldiers wounded 
earlier this month. _ 

The 5,800-strong UNIFIL, comprising contin¬ 
gents from nine nations, has been deployed in 
Smttik Lebanon under a peacekeeping mandate 
from the United Nations since 1978. 

A total of 160 peacekeepers have been killed in 
South Lebanon over the past 11 years. 

Friday’s kffing also br ou g h t the overall death 
toH of the 70&-5trong Irish bataHioa in Lebanon to 


27. 

A UJV. officer at U.N. headquarters in Na- 
qoora also reported the kSjhg. 

“We don’t know why he was shot. We just 
know he was on duty at a checkpoint at Hadnflia, 
and be was hit by heavy machmegnn fine from an 
SLA position about li kilo metres away,” said 
Colonel Patrick Keoth of UNIFIL. 

An Irish officer, who declined to be identffied, 
said SLA mifitiamen who patrol the strip had been 
shooting at his troop’s position in Hadatba since 
last month, 

“We do not know the reason. We have told the 
Israelis about the shooting but its seems they do 
not care,” the officer said. 

Mffitary sources in Isra el said that had an hoar 
before Friday’s attack UNIFIL lodged a protest 
with the Israeli army over earlier SLA shootings 
at the UJV. position. 

Tension has been high in the past moirtfa 
between Israel and the SLA and UNIFIL forces, 
main over the expulsion of anti-SLA Lebanese 
men, women and children from villages in the 
“sec urity zone.” 

UNIFIL commander General Lars Eric Wahl- 
gren flew immediately to the scene of the incident 
from headquarters in Naqoura. 

An Irish military spokesman in Dublin nod the 
Irish UNIFIL contingent cu r r ently numbers 740 
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Lebanon's Central Bank employees strike 

- 

BEIRUT (R) — Central Bank employecs^^g 321 
strike Friday to support their governor, 
dispute with one ofJLebanon’s 
sources said at least 800 employ^ 

Michel Aouu, who heads a cabinet m east Bemit, has acc^t 
Naim of tmsusiiig his authority and Mng to control: financial 
manipulation. Aoun is also commander of predominantly Christ¬ 
ian units in Lebanon’s divided army. 

November 17 claims 3 explosions 

ATHENS (AP) - The Novem^r _17 gro^Thnrsdaj^imrf 





emptyapartments and a bouse, causing damagesbut 
The bombs, planted at the front doors of the homes, exploded 
Wednesday evening and early Thursday. Afl three homgswere 
vacant, a police spokesman said. He said one of the apartments 
belonged to a Greek diplomat, the second to a taxi driver the 
third to a Greek businessman. “None of the apartments belonged 
to any important people, that is, people that coiuld be considered 
likely targets of a terrorist attack,” said the spokesman. 

Moroccan prisoners mutiny 

RABAT (R) — Several people were taken hostel after 


when the mutiny broke out Wednesday but.witiidnwr' 

ay- ... - . - i.-v* 


King praises 

Continued from page 1 
called for by Jordan and other 
Arab and foreign countries. The 
Middle East conflict, the two 
leaders agreed, not only jeopar¬ 
dises the security of the region 
but also threatens global peace. 

Perez de Cuellar reaffirmed 
that efforts for Middle East peace 
were one of bis top priorities after 
the PLO’s recognition of Security 
Council Resolutions 242 and 338 
and the initiation of a dialogue 
between the U.S. and the FLO. 

The King and the U.N. chief 
also reviewed means for peace in 
Lebanon. 

The King briefed Perez de 
CueDar on the objectives of the 
newly-formed ACC and de¬ 
scribed it as constituting another 
stone in building Arab solidarity. 

The meeting was attended by 
Royal Court Chief Field Marshal 
Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker. 

Also Friday, the King met 
Omani Sultan Ibn Qaboos’ per¬ 
sonal representative, Tweini Ibn 
Sfaihab, who attended ttie 
Japanese emperor’s funeral. Ibn 
Sfaihab conveyed to the King 
greetings from Snltan - Qaboos, 
Petra said. 

In his talks with President Bosh 
Thursday, the -King. ■ presented 
Jordan's views on the Middle 
East question in general and the 
Palestinian problem in particular, 
Petra said. 

The King underlined the im¬ 
portant role that the five perma¬ 
nent members of the Security 
Council dould play for peace in 
■the Middle East through an inter¬ 
national peace conference, Petra 
said. 

The King said the American 
contribution. towards consolidat¬ 
ing superpower detente and the 
prevailing international situation 


were bound to help the world find. * 
solutions to regional .confi&ts,'.' 
according to Petra. 

The present atnatidn ih.fte; 1 
Middle East, following Jordan's 
. severance : 

trative ties with the occupied 
West Bank and the imtiatidn 'cd - . 
U.S.-PLO dialogue, should pro ¬ 
vide a real' momentum to the 
peace process, the King told'. 
Bosh; ■' 

The American president prom- : 
ised that Washington would exert ~ 
aH efforts to find a just and. 
durable settlepient of the Middle 
East conflict, Petra sakLHeafcp 
extended an invitation to the' 
King to vat the U.ST, the agency 
added. ; . -■ 

On Thursday, the King met . 
with Japanese Emperor Afibito, ;■ 
who succeeded Hirohito, and ex-. 
pressed condolences.:The King- 
and Emperor Akflrito reviewed - 
Jordanian-Japanese relations and 
lies between the two countries' . 
royal families, Petra said. 

Earlier, the King -received 
Japan’s riding Liberal Democrat- - 
tic Party Secretary-General aid-’'V 
taro Abe, who conveyed to him' 

- Japan's thanks and appreciation 
for the monarch's attendance at" 
the-funeral. ■ . - 

The King aiso met with King- ■■ 
Juan-Carlos of Spain, the. . 
archduke of Luxembourg and 
Prince Nawaf Ibn Abdul Aziz, 
who re pres en ted King Fahd Ibn 
Abdul Aziz at Emperor ffiroh:- 
to's funeral. 

~ The King also held talks with 
Pakistani PTime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto'and reviewed with her . 
Jordaman-Pakistani relations in 
all fields and international issues, : 
including the Middle East and the 
situation in Afghanistan, Petra 
.said. 


Pity the Beirut traffic cop 


By Michael Kuli 

Reuter 

BEIRUT — Guns, kicks and 
curses are daily dangers for 
traffic police in Beirut, but 
some give almost as good as 
they get. 

“I had to jump in front of 
the car to make the driver 
stop,” says officer Mustafa 
Jendi. “The driver slapped me, 
I slapped him back. He drew 
his gun, I drew mine. He 
brought out a machinegun so I 
ran away." 

Each traffic officer has his 
own way to deal with offen¬ 
ders. Lebanon's civil wax has 
so weakened the legal system 
that it is pointless to write 
tickets. 

Jamal Mansour says he pun¬ 
ches the doors of the cars. 
Selim Saadeh leaps over the 


trying to organise chaos 


hoods, Mustafa Haj kicks the 
drivers and Jamil Yousef 
waves the traffic to a halt and 
then walks off home. 

Mansour tells of another de¬ 
feat which cost the remnants of 
his self-respect. 

“I begged him to give me his 
driving licence because he was 
driving on the pavement. 1 told 
him it was only to save my 
face in front of hundreds of 
driven and that he could take 
it back in minutes." 

“He refused, telling me it 
was not my business," Man- 
sour says. 

Lebanese drivers, survivors 
of nearly 14 years of civil war, 
have little time or Tegard for 
the traffic policemen of Beirut. 

Paid meagre wages, the 
officers go to work on aged 
motorcycles, in dented 
Japanese cars or on foot. 


“It is common to see police¬ 
men on Beirut's streets in the 
morning and evening rush 
hours arguing, shouting, curs¬ 
ing or exchanging punches with 
the drivers who disobey them. 
Occasionally there are gun- 
fights. 

Traffic policemen are well 
accustomed to being snubbed 
or regarded as irrelevant in a 
country with thousands of 
Lebanese, and foreign troops, 
U.N. peacekeepers and mili¬ 
tiamen. 

Armed only with revolvers, 
they do not pose enough of a 
threat to such frequent offen¬ 
ders as militiamen for whom 
only the gun is law. 

The very few traffic signs left 
standing in Lebanon are rarely 
used to guide drivers. Many 
are plastered with posters for 
restaurants, cinemas, night¬ 


clubs or even death notices. 

The last traffic light flicker¬ 
ing in the capital stood in the 
once-wealthy Christian neigh¬ 
bourhood of Ashrafiyeh until 
recently. But it was stolen, 
probably to illuminate a night 
dub dance floor. 

Officers say it is almost im¬ 
possible to keep order on the 
streets of Lebanon, where few 
drivers abide by the rules. 
With 300 men and little equip¬ 
ment. the traffic police have an 
almost hopeless mission. 

They use their torches at 
night to act as traffic lights. 
They carry tree branches, 
rocks, used tyres, and garbage 
barrels to the side of roads to 
replace road signs and warn of 
hazards. 

Many Lebanese civilians, 
frustrated at their own 
powertessness to end the civil 


war, proudly tell stories about 
how toughly they deal with the 
traffic cops — the only author¬ 
ity they can beat. 

“Whenever I don't like a 
policeman I beat him up and 
put him in the boot of my car 
and pull his moustache if he 
has ope,” says 60-year-old 
Fouad Helmi, also known as 
Abu Ai Mouwas (father of 
razors). . 

He says the only traffic 
policemen he sees are usually 
enjoying a meal of bread and 
olives set on the hood of a car 
or smoking and d rinkin g coffee 
. Drivers, shopkeepers and 
pedestrians often take the in¬ 
itiative themselves and direct 
traffic to clear a traffic jam. 
Militiamen know they can easi¬ 
ly dear a way by firing in the 
air. 

“I used to drive my children 


to school in a T-54 tank,’* says 
Kama] Merheg, a milidaman, in 
East Beirut since the start of 
the civil war. 

“My friends and I raced withi 
M-113 troops carriers. I don't' 
need a traffic policeman to tell 
me how or where to drive:” 

With such daily chaos on the 
roads, the casualty toll should 
be appalling. 

But most visitors report that 
the Lebanese are very skilled 
drivers, even if they often 
speed the wrong way down 
Beirut's one-way streets and 
over the roundabouts - rather 
than round them. 

“They have adapted to the 
anarchy and learned to drive, 
without guidance,'* says. 
Mo hamm a d Ibn Snlaiem, a ral¬ 
ly driver from the United Arab 
Emirates. “They depend only 
on themselves.” 
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Another rise in tempera run: win 


DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


ooctar and winds will be casxedy mod* 
crate- In Aqaba, winds will be norther¬ 
ly moderate and seas calm. 

MinJimx. temp. 

Amman. 5/16 

Aqaba. 8 / 2 4 

Deserts. 4 /18 

Jordan VaRcy. 11/24 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am¬ 
man 15. Aqaba 22. Humidity readings; 
Amman 53 per cent. Aqaba 33 per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Yousef Smemat. 

Dr. Abdul Aziz Abu Khalaf .... 

Dr. Yousef Sammour. 

Dr. Mohammad Abu Mahfbnz 

Firas pharmacy. 

Ferdows pharmacy. 

Al Asema pharmacy--- 

Naimukh pharmacy. 

Ai Salam pharmacy. 

Yacoub pharmacy .. 


821311 

663522 

615648 

793344 

661912 

778336 

637955 

623672 

636730 

644945 


Shiarkmi pharmacy .637660 


Dr. Mohammad Al Ta'ani.. (—) 

Al Sharia' pharmacy. (98S238) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Nash'al Amman.(—) 

Khali fch pharmacy.985417 
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Civil Defence Department.Mill] 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue...63034] 

Gvil Defence Emergency. 199 

Rescue Police.192.621 Hi. 637777 

Fire Brigade..622090193 

Blood Bank. 775121 

Highway Police.843402 

Traffic Police. 6563#»I 

Public Security Department 

.656000 / 685111 

Hotel Complaints.605800 

Price Complaints.661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints-.. 897467 

Amman Municipality 
Complaints... 787111 

Telephone' Information 

(directory assistance}.12 

Oversea* Calls. 17 

Centra] Amman Telephone 


V 

"r r< •*.*’ 


Rcpans.623101 

Abdalj Telephone Repairs .66110] 

Jordan Television.773111 

Radio Jordan.774111 

Water Authority .680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 

Electric Power 

Company.636381 

RJ Right Information.OS-53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport. 08.52000 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre.813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity, J. Amn... 644281/6 
AkikbMaternity.J.Amu.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maiemiiy.642362 

Malhas. J. Amman.636140 

Palestine. Shmdsani . 664171/4 

Slunetsanj Hospital.669L31 

University Hospital.845845 

Al-Muasber Hospital . 667227.*? 

The Islamic. Abdab .666127/37 

Al-AJUt, Abdali . 664164/6 

Italian. Ai-Mufaajiccn. 777101/3 

Al'Basbir, J. Ashrafieh.77S111/26 

Army. Marka .891611/13 

Queen Alia Hospital.0E24Q/5O 

Antal Hospital.674155 

ZARQAi 

Zaiqa Qovi. Hospital.(00)983323 


Zarqa National Hospital .. 
Ibn Shut Hospital ... 
□UUD: 

Princess Basma Hospital.. 
Creek Catholic Hospital 
Ibn Al Natecs Hospital..„ 
AQABA: 

Process Hajra Hospital .... 


(09)991071 

(09)986732 


(02)272275 

(02)247100 

103)314111 


Uppertiower pike in Sis per kg. 

. 500/450 

Ba n a n a . 350 / 300 

Banana (Mnkammar). 300 ) 250 


Beans 


700 / 600 


Broad beans. & ^ 

. SmiS 

gqg-. 2SQ/2QQ 

. 200/150 


Cucumbers_ 

Dates. . 


Grapefruit.. 

Lemon. 


.. <00 / 300 

MMraw^andi). 600/500 

Orange(Shammonti). 420 / 36Q 


580 / 500 
600 / 500 
320 / 260 
240/200 
220/160 
280 / 200 


420 / 360 


■ 


ijanec (local) . 320 / 260 

On»n (dry). 200/170 

Omon(Ereen). 240 / 200 

P«OTw(hm). 850/750 

J^PPer(sweet). 430 / 340 

Potato. 280 / 220 

Sp*n«h.-. 100/ 70 

Mandarin . 520/4W 

Tomatoes.... 150 / ISO 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian fRJ) tufottnation depart- 
.oteot at the Queen Alia httenattoaal 
^ort Tet. <0Wn»raS?T 
should always be verWtd.- 
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15s36 ....... New Ywfc, M ontreal (SJ) . 
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Other Flights (Terminal Z) 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 

The^faUpysing listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the rabic ‘ press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 

dmfrpnjijitace veftb the concerned institutions. 


sws 



K-ABartoliibitloD by Paul and Emanuel Guiragoussian at Abdul 
.BhwM Shflnuw Foundation. 

The ' Arab Contemporary Artists exhibition at A! Wasiti 


ha exhibition of ondcbofAe Jordanian plastic art, in which 22 
— Jordanian artists are. participating* at the Spanish Cultural 


A-An edjbtioB of Anbk books which todudes 15,000 books on 
science^- education »n«t culture at the Karak Community 


#" An art exhibition by Jerdaniaa artist ’Adrian Yahya at Aha Art 


* An exhllrflhmnf paintings by French artist Ftancoise Pfetrovftdi 
. at the French Cultural Centre. 

* An ardueofogka] mobile exhibition on Td Abo Hamid 
- a gric«hn j-at -settlement aL the University of Jordan. 

A Ilte PofiSh contemporary art-edubitiofi at the Royal Cnftnral 




• - ■ ■ 

* A techoe on the Arab peGcy md joint Arab action by 
M oh a maaa d-M lQ&tib-atAbdGl Hamh) Shuman Foundation. 


Youth Minister A wad KJUeifai and his Egyptian counterpart Dr. 
Abdul Ahad Jamatuddin Thursday discuss cooperation in sports and 
youth affairs in Amman. (Petra photo) 

Jordan, Egypt discuss 
cooperation in sports 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan and North Yemen in youth affairs as 
Egypt opened talks here Thins- we ll as other fields, 
day on means of promoting their During the meeting the mtnis- 
cooperation in sports and youth ter briefed the visiting de legation 
affairs. _ oo the Ministry of Youth’s en- 

Training of personnel, parts- deavours to develop the Jorda- 
cipation in scout camping activi- nian Youth potentials culturally 
ties, organising seminars on and physically, and expressed 
youth affairs and exchanging hope that such activities will be 
visits by youth groups and sports promoted through cooperation 
teams to benefit from each others with Egypt and other Arab ooun- 
experiences in various youth re- tries. 

la red fields, were on the agenda The Egyptian minister said that 
of talks conducted by the two discussions between officials on 
sides through Minister of Youth both sides will pave the way for 
Awad Khieifat and his Egyptian mutual cooperation, 
counterpart Dr. Abdul Ahad He said chat the youth in Egypt 
Jamaluddm. _ and Jordan play a leading role in 

Khieifat said that tbe creation the development since they con- 
of the Arab Cooperation Council stitute 70 per cent of the total 
is bound to promote cooperation volume of youth in the Arab 
among Egypt, Jordan, Iraq and World. 


during which ft reviewed resolutions related to its operations as 
outlined by the joint Jordaian-Syrian Higher Committee meetings in 
Amman earlier this month. (Petra) 

U.K. ENVOY VISITS ZERKA: The British Embassy's Develop¬ 
ment Secretary Malcolm Ives, yesterday visited Zerka and called on a 
number of charity and social welfare organisations. (Petra) 

ARAM EX CONFERENCE: Director General of Aramex Interna¬ 
tional Courier Fadi G hand our Friday opened a two-day annual 
conference, with all station and branch managers from the Middle 
*East, Europe and America attending. The conference will discuss 
several reports about the global courier services and the proposals 
made to develop Aramex services at the local, regional and 
international levels. (J.T.) 

CATHAY PACIFIC SEMINAR: Cathay Pacific Airways organised 
agency seminar in cooperation with its general sales agent in Jordan, 
Grand Travel & Tourism, which included a briefing on Cathay 
Pacific Airways history, its valuable product in the airline industry for. 
stay a while, discovery tour, round the world, creat circle fare and the 
new Marco Polo Business Class. The seminar was followed by a 
dinner party at the Plaza Hotel. (J.T.) 
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TWO DELUXE FURNISHED FLATS FOR REN1 

SPORTS CITY 

A flat with American accommodation and fully electric 
equipment contains three bedrooms, two baths, salon, 
dining room, big kitchen, colour T.V., V.C.R. and tele¬ 
phone. 

We have also another flat with two bedrooms and have the 
same details above. 

Please call tel. no. (814536) after 1 p.m. 








































I \ 

■r.- . .t-*: 




••'.'• ’■ ■,■■’■ •’ “ '■**/• j.-Va:V x^vg> 



pinion & Analysis 


- • ■ — . 
- ■ • €■»■*_/ <* m . - • . C 

-_W.r -V *-\>. W; 

f* _— -mi .V • r-r- ■■ 
' " " 

V ■•••*.. . f- • j 

. • ■- - - - - • lJW. 

•t' * 


■ 

JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25, W* 


■ ■ v:. . _ 

• * ■ — - »-*A 



r ■ 

-_■- -_-*r ✓ « .■ . . 

l : ■' 



ordan Times 


An ircdcpcndcnr Arab political daily published in Englub by [he Jonbn Pro Foundation. 

EsaHishcd 1*173 


ija -w JI jl ej^laJiSU jJ-a£ *«•—. JmL_ 


Editorial Director: 
IAKAN AL MAJALI 

Erector General: 

>R. RADI .AL WAQFI 

^itor-ia-CIwf: 

3K. WALKED M. SADI 


"Editorial and advertising offices: 
fordan Press Foundation, 

Jni versify Road, P.O. Box 6710, Amman, Jordan. 

telephones: 667171*6, 670141-1, 684311, 684366 
fe'ex: 21497 ALRA1 JO 
facsimile: 661242 


Fhe Jordan Times is published daily except Fridays . 
Subscription and advertising rates are available from the 
'ordan Times Advertising Department . 









mg peace 

respects 


72-12 sad occasion of the of the late J ap a nes e 

wLje.-or Hirohito was also an eventful opportunity to hold 
a international summit conference among the many leaders 
f states who flocked to pay their final respects to the late 
taperor. There are not many opportunities when such a big 
lumber of world leaders gather and bold serious tal ks for 
be betterment of mankind. The most meaningful tribute 
•rsi * aataoBS and their leaders can offer to Emperor Hirohito 
5 So affect a marked improvement between them through 
be ehaddetion of issues and positions that still divide 
retries. 

Seen against this backdrop, the talks that His Majesty 
» bag Esssse&n has bdd with other heads of state attending 
as *rffiaera8 vl of course enhance the prospects of peace in 
:^T regpoa. The crystal dear commitment of Jordan to the 
jks of convening an effective international conference on 
ie Arab-EsraeSi cooffict under the aegis of the five 
^mauacena Gsemhers of She U.N. Security Council, was 


S 


jjsi the tv70 leaders HreSd am Tokyo. The same principled 
sssaiiosB was aEso passed ots to the other heads of state whom 
Ss Majesty has talked to as weB. The unwavering 
^>rdaaki stance on the need to convene sods a conference 
s the ©Ely viable and operational panacea to the dispute 
netween Israel and the Arabs and the support that this 
strategic objective has received internationally as well as 
-^gfoaally, have indeed fortified the chances of bolding such 
i conference In the near future. King Hnssein will have 
mother opportunity to convince the Americans about the 
^dispensability of the conference idea when he meets with 
it Ui. President George Bosh in Washington in the 
jprisg. The other superpower, the Soviet Union, is also 
bsiy and effectively on the side of holding an international 
iterance. So are the Arab parties. What remains to be 
hn:- ?3 to wna over the U.S. to the international consensus in 
;b?c^r c” cesvenhsg such a cooaference. As soon as the U.S. 
■::':iocs committed to the idea of an effective international 
zcafiereaace, Israel cannot be expected to pose a problem. 
IK is if the ILLS, really wants to exercise its responsibilities 
2 S «ec of the two s ap erp aw e re on whose shoulders interna- 
£H?ee£ peace and s e ca rity mast rest. 


F. 


N its Friday's edition A1 RaT daily newspaper commented on HL» 
Majesty King Hussein’s meetings with world leaders gathered in 
Tckyo for Friday's funeral of tbq late Japanese Emperor 
-iirchito. The paper said that the Kng's talks with the world 
leads of state concentrated on the Middle East and means to end 
he Arab-Israeli conflict through an international peace confer¬ 
ence. In his meeting with the U.S. president the Kang explained 
mew the Kingdom's position with regard to the question df peace 
n the Middle East and reiterated the important role of the United 
Nations in helping to bring it about. The King is sparing no time 
>7 effort in his on-going endeavours to establish peace in the 
diddle East through an international conference which is 
■upported by all world nations except Israel, the paper noted, 
r'rirat is interesting though is President Bush's promise to the King 
hai Washington would do all it can to stimulate the peace efforts, 
■aid the paper. It said that Jordan had explained its position 
;Iecriy to the whole world and it is up to the world now in general 
’nd the United States in particular to help the Arabs and the 
Palestinians to attain the aspired peace. 


columnist in AJ Ra'i is in the view that the current flurry in 
idiomatic contacts among world nations should not justify 


inaction or a passive attitude on the part of the Arab World. 
VdSjunsHsd Runawi says that of late the Soviet Union, the United 


States and the European Community have been displaying 
ncreasing interest in resolving the Middle East problem, but that 
^ught to prompt the Arabs themselves to take the initiative and 
jo what they can through their diplomatic contacts and meetings 
o help revive serious attempts to settle the Arab-lsraeli conflict, 
fvimawi says that the Arabs should most importantly win 
.VasKington's approval for the proposed international conference 
ind persuade it to contribute to the peace efforts and shoulder its 
■esporisibility as a superpower and one that has immense interests 
□ the Middle East region. The writer says that the recent 
actemcnts coming from the Soviet and American leaders and 
officials indicate that the superpowers are indeed keen on ending 
he dispute in our region in the light of the favourable internation- 
ii atmosphere and the East-West detente. But he says that the 
Arabs can help involve the Americans, the Europeans and the 
Soviets in the current quest for lasting peace. 


Suslour daily commented on King Hussein's meeting with the 
J.S. president in Tokyo describing it as part of Jordan’s on-going 
utensive contacts to attain peace. The King's meetings in the 
■apsnese capital and his talks with President Bush, said the paper, 
institute a real contribution towards the attainment of the 
lspired peace and an important development in the current 
Htempis to end the Arab-lsraeli conflict, said the paper. A1 
Ousiour said that Jordan attaches a great importance to the 
united Suites role in our region and continues to enlist Washing- 
oa's balanced policies in handling the problems of this region in 
■few cf the United States great influence on Israeli policies. But it 
•aid Jordan also gives due importance to the role which the 
Jp.irecJ Nations Security Council members can play together in 
ending ihe conflict and bringing peace to the Arab region. The 
lapjr said that Jordan has paved the way for a U.S.-PLO 
lialogue which is conducive to the cause of peace, by severing 
inks with the West Bank thus providing the Palestinians with the 
id! with which to handle the Palestine issue. Such a development 
ck| the on-going uprising in the occupied Arab lands, the paper 
(ddtrd, should open the way for more serious efforts leading to the 
iSoircd Deace. 
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Arab-Americans charge AIPAC 


with violation of American laws 


ON THURSDAY, January 12, 
six prominent American citizens 
tiled a complaint with the Federal 
Election Commission (FEC) 
charging the American Israel 
Public Affairs Committee 
} (AIPAC) and twenty-five pro- 
Israel PACs with violations of the 
Federal Election Campaign Act 
of 1971. 

Signatories to the complaint 
include former Undersecretary of 
State George Ball, former U.S. 
Congressman Paul Findley, Ret. 
Rear Admiral Robert Hanks, for¬ 
mer U.S. Ambassadors Janies E. 
Aikens, Andrew 1. Killgore, 
Richard Curtiss and Orin Parker. 
The American-Arab Anti-Discri¬ 
mination Committee (ADC) pro¬ 


vided research assistance to the 
plain tiffs. 

The one-hundred page com¬ 
plaint and exhibits allege that 
AIPAC and other Political Ac¬ 
tion Committees have violated 
federal law by failing to register 
as a political committee, by mak¬ 
ing illegal contributions to federal 
election campaigns, by failing to 
disclose affili ation and by making 
excessive contributions to politic¬ 
al candidates in 1984, 1986 and 
1988. 

The complainants have called 
upon the FEC to find sufficient 
“reason to believe" that viola¬ 
tions of the Federal Election 
Campaign Act and the Commis¬ 
sion's own regulations have 
occurred and have requested that 
a full-scale preliminary investiga¬ 
tion into the affiliation rela¬ 
tionship between AIPAC and 
pro-Israel PACs be commenced 
immediately. 

According to the Commission’s 
own definition, a “reason to be¬ 
lieve” finding means that “the 
Commission believes a violation. 


oils violations of U.S. federal 
law. 

In what is believed to be the 
most serious challenge to 
AIPACs political activities in the 
United States, the complainants 
have requested that the EEC 
order AIPAC to register as a 
political committee, that it re- 

S " e the respondent PACs to 
lose their affiliation with 
AIPAC, that the appropriate 
fines and civil penalties be levied 
against the respondents and that 
ail illegal contributions be re¬ 
turned to die respondents and to 
the respective individual contri¬ 
butors by the recipient candi¬ 
dates/elected representatives. 

Commenting on the action, 
ADC President Abdeeo JaJbara 
stated that "this effort to stop the 
violation by pro-Israel PACs of 
our federal election law is a wel¬ 


come one. It is part of the grow¬ 
ing protest by the American pub¬ 
lic of the role that the big money 
of special interest groups plays in 
distorting the American political 
process as well as U.S. foreign 
and domestic policies. In light of 
the recent public revelations ab¬ 
out AIPAC’s role in subverting 
American campaign finance law 
this complaint is most timely.” 

AIPACs repeated claim that it 
does not endorse candidates 
notwithstanding, the com¬ 
plainants have provided compell¬ 
ing evidence, including internal 
AIPAC memos, of the organisa¬ 
tion’s practice over the years of 
channelling funds to candidates in 
local elections throughout the 
country. 


For example, in a 1986 memo 
from Elizabeth Schrayer. 


Statement by Afodeen Jabara 


may have occurred if the facts as 
described in the complaint are 
true.” The complainants believe 
that the substantial evidence pre¬ 
sented in their complaint more 
than meet this threshold demon¬ 
strating the existence of numer- 


OVER the part decade, since the passage of the Federal Election Campaign 
F inancing Act, the American-Arab Antt-Own rimlwari nn Co mmi ttee ha* 
observed the rising importance of Fofitical Action Committees as a 
principal source of campaign finds for election to federal office. Rising 
(bom 5 per cent of total campaign contributions when first authorised by 
taw to a figure of almost one-tbvd today, the Influence of these special 
■Herat'PACs n the American political process has fana *^ increasing 
pobfic alarm. TUs pabHc concern has resulted in Congres si onal efforts to 
pass legislation which would sharply Emit the rale that PACs {day in 
campri^ financing. ADC has sappor te d these efforts as wefi as efforts for 
the public financing of campaigns. Para&ri to this development bare been 
efforts by Be-mmded speda! in t erest PACs to evade the evils which the 
Federal Bedim Casnpssga Financing Ad was sappased to ove r c om e. TUs 
evasion was acpsmpfished by a number of PACs contributing to the same 
famfirfate in the same election cycle. Interlocking membership in Boards of 
Erectors Advisory Boards, and Committees of pro-Israel PACs and the 
Americas Israel Pnbtic Affairs Committee ag point to dose coordination of 


pro-Israel money in the American pofitkal process. Research by ADC has 
revealed a rem a rkable similarity in the pa ttern s of givin g and the 


of inefiridnais who for 




decided to take action to 
to federal law. It is the torren t 


process. AIPAC’s ar gu men t s 
in tins wefi researched 


pofitkal office ami that it does ad in concert 


been concerned with the 
.Severalof 
pro-Israel lobbys’ 
desire of ADC that the 

in the 

notrwithsfanifing, the 
d e ar ly shows that 
to candidates for 
with pro-Israel PACs 
. We demand a 




Anti-American sentiment in S.Korea 


By Sonya HepmstaB 

Reuter 


KUNSAN AIR FORCE BASE, 
South Korea — A remote town 
on die southwest coast of South 
Korea has found there is no 
escaping the politics of Seoul. 

Dissident factions in die area 
have taken the opportunity to 
stage violent protests against the 
status of U.S. forces in South 
Korea as an investigation began 
into a U.S. airman’s alleged role 
in the death of a South Korean 

man 

A dead Korean, a living Amer¬ 
ican and a key air force base — 
these days it’s a dangerous com¬ 


bination. Kunsan city is off limi ts 
to most U.S. military personnel 
until Tuesday. 

U.S. and South Korean sources 
say the two men exchanged words 
before the American — a 29- 
year-okl sergeant from Bridge¬ 
port, Connecticut — pushed 
Chong Pan-Yong, 54, to the 
ground. Chong died of head 
wounds last week. 

“Tliis is not a personal feel¬ 
ing," said a dissident leader at the 
hospital where Chong, a 
mushroom grower, was pro¬ 
nounced dead. “We don’t hate 
the Americans because one man 
killed a South Korean.” 

“We’re talking about discri¬ 


mination and the occupational 
mentality of the United States 
military. These protests are anti- 
American only because they have- 
to be, under the circumstances. 
The struggle itself is not anti- 
American." 

Radicals oppose much of what 
the United States does here, in¬ 
cluding its trade policies and the 
stationing of about 43,000 ser¬ 
vicemen troops on the peninsula. 

Kunsan air force base is an 
essential part of ti^ar military 
force. The base, formerly owned 
by Japanese colonial forces add 
now the only air base "owned 
outright by the United States, 
bouses about 48 advanced F-16 


fighter planes, two fighter 
squadrons and 3,500 militar y per¬ 
sonnel. 

The F-16s can carry nuclear 
bombs and security on the base is 
extra tight. 

Base commander Colonel 
George Giddens said relations 
with Kunsan dty, a quiet fistung 
and agricultural centre about 
seven miles (12 km) away, have 
usually been good and many 
citizens seem to agree. 

Both sides point out ri>ar 
two have more or less happily 
coexisted for almost 44 years, 
even since the Americans took 
over the base at the end of World 
War n. 


OPEN FORUM 


Ode to Al Hussein 


AIPACs Director of Political 
Education, she urged a colleague 
to make certain that several pro- 
Israel PACs around the country 
chann elled cash contributions to 
a group of Senatorial candidates. 

The complainants point to the 
distribution of a “black book,” a 
comprehensive, highly confiden¬ 
tial guide containing crucial in¬ 
formation on every House and 
Senate race, as further evidence 
of AIPAC’s coordination of 
'donations made by pro-Israel 
PACs. The “black book” which 
details how much money each 
incumbent and challenger has 
raised and how much he still 
needs to meet bis fund-raising 
goals, is sent out to the top 100 to 
150 AIPAC members, including 
many of the leading officials of 
the respondent PACs. 

The Federal Election Commis¬ 
sion need not have bard evidence 
in order to find “reason to be¬ 
lieve 1 ' that AIPAC and other 
pro-Israel PACs are affiliated. 
Complainants argue that the 
Commission “need only conclude 
that the respondents had the 
opportunity and the motive to 
influence each other, and that die 
results of their efforts' appear, 
collusive.” 

Ample evidence is provided, 
the complaint states, that repre¬ 
sentatives of AIPAC and the 
pro-Israel PACs “meet regularly 
as a group to discuss election 
issues (including particular races) 
and achieve a consensus as to 
certain candidates who will be 
supported, that officials of 
AIPAC contact officials of the 
respondent PACs to enforce this 
, consensus, and that there is a 
remarkable consistency among 
the contributions made by each of 
the respondeat PACs, particular¬ 
ly in those races that we can show 
were discussed at AIPAC policy 
conferences." 

Complainants will pursue rtn'g 
matter with the Federal Election 
Commission and, if necessary, in 
the Federal courts. 


You took the tost stone, 

Proved to vs that we are not alone 
You encouraged os to boM op our land 
And Jet oB your people Join band 


Yon, Al Hussein, never 
Brought ns j onr Bib io 
Together our nation has 
And with you as our 


gave up, 
a royal cup, 
never &3ed, 

we a lw ays victoriously sailed 


To yon, oar pride's song 
All hearts belong 
You , our King, are i 
And together with ya 

AM we am hope for bow is that you 
As we are of you 
And this is just a Bttle due 
To show bow much we love you 


blessed nation 
proud of us 
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Bush under fire 


over 



foreign policy 


By Christopher Hanson 
Reuter 




WASHINGTON — George 
Bush took office with more fore¬ 
ign policy experience than any 
president since Richard Nixon 
but critics say he is off to a shaky 
start in foreign affairs. 

Key posts at the state and 
defence departments are still un¬ 
manned a month after he was 
sworn in. Secretary of State 
James Baker is under fire. Politic¬ 
al analysts are asking whether the 
Bush team has enough strategic 
vision to match the bold initia¬ 
tives of Soviet Pte&deut Mikhail 
Gorbachev. 

U.S. officials dismiss the critic¬ 
ism, saying any new administra¬ 
tion requires time to settle in and 
that the new team will begin 
asserting itself more forcefully 
once it finishes reviews of East- 
West policy, the Middle East, 
Central America and other areas. 

But many foreign policy ex¬ 
perts are sceptical, arguing that 
Bush, Baker, and national secur¬ 
ity adviser Brent Scowcroft axe: 
nuts-and-bolts problem, solvers 
wbo have never displayed talent 
for global strategy. This talent 
they argue is vital to deal with 
Gorbachev's torrent of proposals 
on arms control, troop cuts, re¬ 
gional conflicts and other issues. 

“Lacking a single, dominant 
long-range strategist..; what is 
the team going to do besides 
conduct studies and field crises?” 
asked the New Republic maga¬ 
zine in an article headlined 
“Blind men’s bluff.” It was iDus-. 
trated with a cartoon of Bush, 
Baker, and Scowcroft wearing 
dark glasses and carrying white' 
canes. 

Bush was praised during the 
election campaign for bis foreign 
experience, having served as U.S. 
envoy to China, U.S. ambassador 
to the United Nations and direc¬ 
tor of the Central Intelligenjce 
Agency (CIA). 

Even if he could come up with 
a grand strategy. Bush at the' 
moment does not have the staff to 


Why are the’ 
cause the president and Mr. Bak¬ 
er have not fought back,” the 
newspaper complained^ 

“Thirty - of President Bush’s 
first 100 days are gone, yet he stBl 
has no government capable of 
managing foreign affairs and 

national security.”. 

Baker took beat for flymg. off 
this month on ^ 30-day tour of 15 
. NATO countries before solving 
what Nixon’s former Defence 
Secretary-Melvin Laird called his.' 
“people problem.” 

“Priorities have gotten a little 
out of line,” LaircT told a news 
conference. “People have to be in 
place before you (go) all oyer the 
world.” 

Baker and Busti will spend a 
week visiting japan, China, and 

'.South Korea beginning 
Wednesday. 

- Laird said that due to madequ- 
ate staffing Baker had been poor¬ 
ly briefed for the NATO trip' and 

- had needlessly inflamed a dispute 

- with Bonn over proposed deploy¬ 
ment of short-range nuclear mis- - 
sites tfial are "opposed, by most 
West Germans. 


nt Bush hardly needs 
' to launch his European diploma¬ 
cy with a crisis wmr West Ger¬ 
many. Yet thaf s'what the admi¬ 
nistration is courting,’’ said for¬ 
mer White-Hbiise foreign policy 
aide Robert Hunter, a Democrat. 

Lack of manpower has also 
delayed reviews of the U.S. 
stance on the strategic arms re- 
r deletion (START) talks in Gene¬ 
va and East-West relations in 
general, the analysts said. 

- There was no new assistant 
secretary of state for Europe, no 
new director of the Arms Control 
and" Disarmament Agency, no 
-senior Bush appointees at the 
■Pentagon. 

tr Wi tbputtbem there can be no 
policy review,” the Times edito¬ 
rial asserted. 


carry it cn|t- 

Many posts remain unfilled. 

The Senate has been slow to 
confirm key appointees such as 
defence secretary-designate John 
Tower, whose drinking and sex¬ 
ual habits have been scrutinised 
at length, and nominee for depu¬ 
ty secretary of state, Lawrence 
Eagieburger, whose confirmation 
hearings have not even been set. 

The New York Times in an 
editorial accused right-wing Re¬ 
publican senators such as Jesse 
Helms of North Carolina and 
Gordon Humphrey of New 
Hampshire of holding the process 
hostage, threatening delay on 
State Department appointees un¬ 
til more conservatives axe prom¬ 
ised jobs. 


Bash’s choice for assistant 
secretary of state for Latin Amer¬ 
ican affairs, Bernard Aronson, 
has not been confirmed. When 
Central American presidents 
reached an accord last week that 
may hold new prospects for 
peace, the Baker .team seemed 
caught off guard and had no 
public reaction. . 

On the Arab-lsraeli conflict, 
‘‘there seems to be a vacuum of 
U.S. action, with (Soviet Foreign 
Minister Eduard) Shevardnadze 
out in front,” said Middle East 
analyst Joyce Starr of the Centre 

tor Strategic and International 
Studies. 

Shevardnadze is wrapping a 
high-profile tour of the region, 
pressmg a more active Soviet role 
m p^e-malring at a time when 
Vrasmngton is pondering what to 


■ • • 

Foreign investment — the case of Yugoslavia 


By Ljubica 


THE NEW Yugoslav law on fore¬ 
ign investments, effective from 
the start of the year, offers poten¬ 
tial partners conditions and grea¬ 
ter opportunities for capital in¬ 
vestments. 

The law is based on two princi¬ 
ples, foreign and domestic inves¬ 
tors have the same rights, and 
foreign investors are permitted 
everything not explicitly prohi¬ 
bited by law. 

Numerous novelties have been 
introduced as basic changes com¬ 
pared to practise so far. The 
novelties include an article which 
protects investment contracts 
from changes, i.e. guarantees 
that established rights cannot be 
diminishe d by other laws or reg¬ 
ulations. 

The procedure for activating 


investments has been simplified 

and quickened. Under the new 
law, investment contracts are reg¬ 
istered with competent federal 
bodies for foreign economic rela¬ 
tions which approve it within a 
45-day period if it is in accord 
with the law and the Yugoslav 
constitution. The contract is 
deemed accepted if the compe¬ 
tent body does not respond in the 
period. 


A great novelty is the abolition 
•of the old system of time or 
percentage limits on foreign 
capital. Foreign investors and 
their domestic partners can enter 
into contracted business relations 
for a limited or unlimited period. 
Capital can also be invested by 
Yugoslavs living abroad. 

The new law enables foreign 
capital investments in social en¬ 
terprises, mixed enterprises 


■ 

(share-holder societies, societies 
with limited responsibility, com- 

andite societies and societies 
with unlimited solidarity respon¬ 
sibility), private enterprises, 
banks or other financial organisa¬ 
tions. 

Foreign investors have the* 
right to manage or participate in 
managing business enterprises 
equal to the invested funds. Fore¬ 
igners can sell or transfer invest¬ 
ments to other foreign or domes¬ 
tic investors, and participate in 
profits equal to the invested funds 
and freely transfer or reinvest 
them. 

Tax exemptions on profits have 
been envisaged for foreign inves¬ 
tors in initial periodsandexemp- 
tions in taxing frmds reinvested in 
Yugoslavia. k 

The new law is expected to 
provide significant positiv 


effects which will reflect primarily 
through affirming goods produc¬ 
tion, business operations based 
on profits, increased exports, 
technological development, tech¬ 
nology transfers etc. 

Foreigners can invest in the 
economy and in other social acti¬ 
vities. Investments can be made 
in foreign currency, goods, rights, 
dinars which can be transferred 
abroad, dinars acquired through 
foreign currency exchange or 
converted foreign credits. 
Domestic partners can invest di¬ 
nars, goods or rights. 

The possibility of converting 
foreign credits into joint invest¬ 
ments should enable a lowering 
of debts and development and a 
transfer from the current credit 
indebtedness to attracting foreign 
capital and seeming additional 
sources of accumulation for the 


Yugoslav economy. 

The new law is the first to 
permit foreigners to found their 
own companies on condition that 
they do not run counter to the in¬ 
terests of the country’s defence and 
environment. The rights of work¬ 
ers employed in foreign com¬ 
panies will be regulated under a 
collective labour contract. ' " 
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Foreign investors can be given 
permits (concessions) for rating 
renewed natural resources or 
$pods in general use. The dura¬ 
tion and conditions of the conces¬ 
sion are established by contract 
between the foreign investor and 
socio-political community where 
the operations will take pi?™» 
The law also allows foreigner 
to build, manage and use facilities 
as their own company for a li¬ 
mited period after which the fed-; 
Uties would become socially-/ 


owned. 

Yngosiav economists'expect 
the new law on foreign 1 invest- 
ments to mark a . turning point fo 
economic .relations with the world 
since it offers new sohifiotis to 
potential partners.. .., -.v • ... 

A sudden inflow of fo rritm 
capital would be' -unreaEstic to 
but the road .has been' 
paved for jiew arrangements* 
cgwcfeHy in tourism. 

wul depend greatly, on. overt& — 
ewnoone conditions ih the conn- V 
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Namibia’s neglected children 
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As NaiT.iibia nears independence the future of its 
children hangs in the balance. Nearly a century 
of repressive occupation and systematic ex¬ 
ploitation has left the Namibian society in ruins. 
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Alberto r^nSbtdos -Most of these copies aire made 

ReofeBT.-.v- • - - ■.v, in Taman. Sooth Korea, Panama 
. and the United' Stales^ Reuters 

'ION —^'The military,. ~ was told by an economic adviser 
rich ended the 34-year- 'of tins new Paraguayan govern- 
general -Alfredo Stroess- nsent-svho asked not to be identi- 
moutfi has yet TO" affect fid3. ' 

wtant aspect of everyday - Paraguay; whose main pro- 
’araguay — smuggling. ducts are .soy beans and cotton, 
tiny, sleazy stores wfedh ' - im po r t s 90 per cent of the manu- 
tn Asuncion everything filmed goods it requires, 
electronic wer-diaperde- 7 - u& need to hnpon goods is tied 
to a suspiciously . low in with the lack of steady jobs for 
brand new car can be ’ fts4.I million population,-malting 

* it ah the harder to Crack down on 

glinghasflourishedunder contraband and deprive 
.olerance,providing a liv- thousands of a way to make ends 
Hundreds of thousands of meet. 

yans, according to. local Independent economists say 
ists. some £300 million in contraband 
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yans. according to. local Independent economists say 
ists. - --..some £300million in contraband 

conomy ministry k)Urce . pass through Paraguay every 
ted not to be identified year. 
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t's impossible to end this Most electronic goods are 
;nt (of Contraband) out- flown in, while large shipments of 
Jut we bed eve we can form produce or industrial pro- 
iy put if reorder.". ’V ducts.come, by truck, 
ns of little brightly-lit - There is also an incessant flow 
jfferiog all sorts of im- of people. at the borders, where 
goods line-the-streets of Paraguayans decide with which 
je and other cities;on the -country they will trade, depend- 
with Argentina and Bra- ]ng on currency fluctuations. 

»e govemmcots normally . Many of the 150,000 residents 
tariffs to thnir.access to : of 'Puerto Stroessner, renamed 
tarkets. . r :-.':. 7 ' ' . . Ciudad del Este following the 

stores' goods offer no- evi-‘ Feb.3^- : iailkary-coup, live off 
of their . transit:.. through small-scale smuggling. 

. Paraguayans know them The city, 315 kilometres east of 
in." a word of obscure Asuncion, is a smuggler's haven 
in this Guaram-speaking because it stands where the bor¬ 
ders of Argentina, Brazil, and 
idea is one does not ask Paraguay meet. 

;y got there but how much ; ‘ 

>sl Coding o3 

: are Mas refrigerators, .. 

cars, television sets and its merchants depend on price 
ome people evea have variations in the different cocn- 
achts. - tries. If cooking oil is cheap in 

wet-diaper detector.: is a : Argentina,.. Paraguayans will 
which mothers; can' ■ 'tie queue up to buy two or three 
their infant's'.-waist; A bottles, which will eventually be 
■e detector wilLiei .off a, used-in Asuncion, 
llarm when the baby wets. -Argentines must pass three 
er. It is sold ob Asuncion different customs points to find 
»rners .for $2: > >" .gpod deals in electronic products 

;.in-Puerto Stroessner. But often 
Luxury caii " the Paraguayan and the Brazilian 

nod and smile as 

y luxury cars find their way -they remrn =■ to Argentina. * 
iguay after being stolen in t A Paraguayan authorities main- 
ina and Brazil. . tain road checks between Asun- 

capital, with • few- tow er 2 pimr and. Puerto Stroessner, an 
over. 15 Si; 'irea^TlftBcfr enjoys certain tariff 
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By N,*iitalie Warren-Green 
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OXFO'fiD — The agreement on 
independence for Namibia has 
brought a new urgency to the 
problems faced by the country's 
children, the single population 
group worst affected by more 
than two decades of conflict. 

"'7’hose who were children 
whe n war broke out 22 years ago 
are now watching their own chil¬ 
dren group up in the same atmos¬ 
phere of fear, danger and oppres¬ 
sion," says Caroline Moorehead, 
aij.thor of a new report on Nami- 
b r.a published by the Oxford- 
based charity Oxfam. 

. The fact that children have 
suffered under the South African 
occupation of the country is hard¬ 
ly surprising, but it’s the extent of 
their exploitation which makes 
Moorehead’s account specially 
relevant as Namibian leaders 
look to post-independence re¬ 
forms. 

Abisai Shejavali, general 
secretary of the Council of Chur¬ 
ches in Namibia, cites evidence of 
children being used as cheap 
labour on South African farms, as 
spies by the South African secur¬ 
ity police and as victims of gra¬ 


tuitous torture. 

“Those living in the war zone, 
especially, risk being tortured, 
beaten and even killed, if they are 
thought to be adversaries," he 
lays in a foreword to Moore¬ 
head’s report. “They are furth¬ 
ermore exposed-to the danger of 
explosives in the vicinity of their 
homes. Incidents of children 
dying after explosions are com¬ 
mon in northern Namibia." 

In December 1988, South Afri¬ 
ca signed a United Nations-spon- 
sored accord on granting Namibia 
independence. The agreement, 
brokered by the United States, 
involved a trade-off — commit¬ 
ment by Cuba and Angola on the 
withdrawal of some 50,000 troops 
from Angola, Namibia’s northern 
border. 

Restructuring 

But, within Namibia, the task 
of restructuring a country which 
for a century has been under 
occupation may prove to be 
daunting. Imperial Germany, the 
first occupying power, divided 
the country into two, reserving 
most of the good agricultural land 
and mineral sources for the white 


settlers. 

Subsequent rule by South Afri¬ 
ca fragmented Namibian li fe 
along ethnic and racial lines, wt th 
disastrous results for the social 
and economic development of 
Namibians. Both German and 
South African settlers systems ti- 
cally denied native Namibians 
education. 

The strategy was summarised 
early on by a German missions ry 
named Hoefiich, who said “the 
country does not need educated 
Negroes, but competent, intelli¬ 
gent workers. The main empha:sis 
will therefore be on education for 
obedience, order punctuality, 
sobriety, honesty, diligence and 
moderation rather than academic 
learning." 

In the experience of one N ami- 
bian boy cited by Moorehead, 
security forces told pupils at a 
school near a military base “if 
SWAPO attacks their base they 
will fire straight into our schoaf." 
One day there was an attack on 
the base. “There were lorn of 
pupils at school and we tried to 
hide under our beds," recalled 
the boy, Elias. “Seven of my 
friends were shot and two -died 
later." 

In recent months many schools 
in Namibia have been bombed 
and destroyed. Although S-outh 
African forces blamed SWAPO, 
Namibian activists found evi¬ 
dence of the security forces’ in¬ 
volvement in the attacks. 


In addition to the poor school¬ 
ing, Namibian children have suf¬ 
fered from nonexistent care. An 
Oxfam nutritional survey showed 
evidence of widespread malnutri¬ 
tion among black children. Over 
a quarter of all those in the survey 
were underweight, one in 10 
‘wasted’ and one in six ‘stunted/ 
Malnutrition in infants was parti¬ 
cularly serious. 

■ According to the United Na¬ 
tions Institute for Namibia, black 
children are 40 times more at risk 
of dying from meningitis or tuber¬ 
culosis than white children. Gas¬ 
troenteritis alone kills as many 
black children as die from all 
diseases in the white community. 

Moorehead concludes that 
“Namibia is a country in crisis. Its 
children's future is threatened by 
South African occupation, apar¬ 
theid and war. “Even after inde¬ 
pendence, she believes, Nami¬ 
bian children will remain vulner¬ 
able. 

“Black Namibians,” says 
Moorehead, “are worlting and 
hoping for a future independent 
Namibia where a new generation 
of children both white and black, 
can grow up together in freedom 
and equality without fear.” But 
she warns that generous and 
appropriate assistance from the 
international community will be 
essential to help Namibians cre¬ 
ate that environment for their 
children — Academic File. 
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London shoppers unfazed by inflation 


Everyone is talking or writing about it and the radio smd 
television programmes are full of it. but where is Britain's 
cash crunch to be seen? Certainly not in the country's 
stores, where buying is as frenzied as ever. 


By Shahriar Saeedvafa 

LONDON — Hardly a day on air 
or in print passes without someone 
talking about it: Britain is in a 
cash crunch, encouraged by the 


Chancellor of the Ex. chequer, 
Nigel Lawson. Big spending is 
out. and frugal living is in. Or at 
least that’s wbat the government 
would have Britons believe. 

The reality is somewhat diffe- 




nee of r. exefiS^idiig,; blit economists 'say 

. with the latest technology ■: . confrairanti es rarely impounded, 
r sound and .videtreqmp*- Brazilian- and Argentine au- 

jhprities are worried by the stolen 
: shop assistants gj^te or »car racket. Automobiles picked 
befr shoulders wh^.a^ed -: bp in Buenos Aires are taken to 
he origin of toorwafesi'A v Paraguay and later sold in Asun- 
rak openly.,-,.;.;;^ "don or in Brazil for half their 
19-year-old girTadnbfstbe ' original price with forged papers, 
of pairs of sportsSfiodf '■ "acrordmg to Paraguayan oradals. 
tding her' came imd the'.. .. The opposition claims" that for 
1 without t&xes being decades Stroessner and his inner 
t they are p<^^'dfexjiw^.. : ~drcle profited from the situation, 
idemark models.;.2 " -.Now the new authorities will have 
oed" perfumes, watches^ r. to make difficult decisions if they 
? and footwear .are^abov/want to normalise Paraguay’s 
ed into PafagiraJ/ SfreeP .foreign trade, 
s sell ■ inutatronSv'tsf^ffTJ " Tfie economists”say anykindof 
i Swiss gold «rtxi^isft*'..;^iamp-down on contraband is 
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The crowded desert 


For many centuries the people of the St?<te of Rajasthan in 
Northern India have lived in uneasy balance with the Thar, 
the great Indian desert, but over the last 30 years that 
balance has begun to break down. 

The increase in human and livestock numbers is placing 
unbearable demands on Rajasthan’^ semi-arid land with 


rent. Despite successive interest- 
rate increases being slapped on 
borrowers, a Victorian-style 
haranguing of consumers over the 
excess of ‘plastics’ or credit cards 
in their pockets and tut-tutting 
of easy credit, Britons are in the 
midst of a buying spree that has 
not stopped with the end of the 
seasonal frenzy that annually 
marks Christmas and New Year’s 
Eve. Large red banners in high 
street shops still announce sales 
alongside invitations to 'Borrow 
$3,500 Now’. 

Analysts believe the biggest' 
holes in individual wallets are' 
being made by the less publicised 
sales in ordinary high street stores 
that gross millions of pounds a 
year. It is however the more- 
salubrious stores, like Harrodsj 
that gel all the publicity. A recent: 
sale at Harrods opened with actor 
Tony Curtis in attendance.. 
Naturally it made prime-time: 
television. 

But economists point out that 
while the big stores, like Harrods, 
Selfridges, House of Fraser, John 
Lewis, Liberty's and Harvey 
Nicholls attract the well-heeled 
customers, “most of whom are 
likely to spend what they've got 
and not borrow," a veritable 
mountain of consumer debt is 
building up in Britain with the 
borrowing by middle-income and 
lower-income groups at smaller 
stores. 

“It’s virtually impossible to- 
estimate the total indebtedness o-l’ 


owners — was spent on buying 
virtually anything from yachts to 
digital video recorders, a new 
kitchen or a new car. 

That was all up to autumn 
1988. The free spending led to an 
overheating of the economy 
whose unpleasant glow is just be¬ 
ginning to be felt. The successive 
interest rates have turned the 
sweet ecstasy of heavily mort¬ 
gaged property owners into night¬ 
mares. A recent report estimated 
that about 50 homes were being 
lost to lenders every week by 
borrowers unable to repay build¬ 
ing society debts grossly over¬ 
blown by higher interest rates. 

Has the lesson been learnt, 
however? Economists are not 
certain that the present buying 
drive can be braked in time and 
disaster averted for thousands of 
families in the middle-income 
group. Britain, with a population 


of about 60 million, has a per 
capita annual income of about 
S9,000, comparable to that of 
Italy but lower than that of its 
immediate continental neigh¬ 
bours France and Geirmany. 

"The shopping spre-e gives the 
false impression thar suddenly 
many people are ea rning more 
than they ever did," said one 
economist. “While a 'handful may 
be earning more, no doubt, the 
majority is simply borrowing 
more, and that’s not healthy at 
all.” 

Although Britain's manufac¬ 
turing and exports have been 
picking up, the country's sales 
pitch abroad has been hurt signi¬ 
ficantly by the rise of the pound 
sterling against the dollar. At 
home the pound’s rise has led to a 
noticeable drop in the infl ux of 
foreign shoppers, particularly 
those from the Middle East. 


Shoppers from the Gulf region, 
already strapped for cash because 
of the fall in oil prices, have 
found Britain progressively ex¬ 
pensive and chosen to go else¬ 
where. for example, Greece and 
Turkey, where the drachma and 
the lira respectively have re¬ 
mained relatively cheap. 

However, a mild winter and 
the proximity of relatives or 
friends resident in London did 
draw out many Gulf visitors to 
the city during the holidays and 
inevitably to the shopping mails. 

One visitor to Oxford Street, 
asked about his trip to the shop¬ 
ping area, said,;‘Before it used to 
be foreigners from all parts of the 
world converging on the stores. 
Now it's mostly Britons. 1 have 
never seen so many British peo¬ 
ple with shopping bags on Oxford 
Street.” ’ — AcademicFile. 
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Tokyo may allow Saudi Arabia 



Louvre currency accord faces stillest test 


o enter Japan retail oil market 


ABU DHABI (R) — Saudi Ara¬ 
bian companies might soon be 
selling petrol at pumps in Japan, 
which hopes to secure its oil 
supplies by letting them into its 
retail market, industry sources in * 
the Gulf have said 

Tokyo “is working on plans to 
let Saudi Arabia' take shares in 
refining and marketing com¬ 
panies fin Japan) so that the 
supply of oil into the country in 
the 1990s is guaranteed,” a senior 
executie of a Japanese oil com¬ 
pany said. 

Officials at Japan's Ministry of 
In terna tional Trade and Industry 
(MITT) said in Tokyo that Saudi 
Arabia and also Kuwait want to 
enter the retail market. 


"We told them... Min will not 
block such participation of fore¬ 
ign capital and we will... lift any 
restrictions.,” Yoshihiro Sakamo¬ 
to, dSrectc«r-general of Min's 
Petroleum Department, told 
Reuters in Tokyo 
Two third's of Japan's daily 
imports of 3.3 million barrels erf 
oil come flora die Middle East. 

In the first eight months of last 
year Saudi * Arabia supplied 14 per 
cent of Japs in’s oil and Kuwait 4.1 
per cent. The United Arab Emi¬ 
rates (UAE) was the top supplier 
with 18.6 pier cent. 

“Saudi desires to penetrate 
Western consumer markets and 
Japan's plans, to secure oil im¬ 
ports in the 1990s converge,” an ofl 


industry executive in the Gulf said. 

"Japanese authorities think 
Saudi cots in 03 exports to Japan 
this year could be a signal by the 
kingdom to let them (into) down¬ 
stream activities." an oil analyst 
said. 


LONDON (R) — Two years ago 
in Paris, over a champagne din¬ 
ner at the Louvre, financial lead¬ 
ers of the West’s five richest 
nations called a halt to a 14-year 
subject had been held. The AC X! experiment with freely floating 
concession, in which Saudi Ax .'a- exchange rales. 


markets..- 

**The' crash focused central' 


Saudi Arabia has cut output 
this year under an Organisation 
of Petroleum Exporting Coun¬ 
tries (OPEC) quota pad. 

Another Japanese oil executive 
said Mm might ask Saudi Ara¬ 
bia and Kuwait to extend a con¬ 
cession held by tbe Japanese- 
owned Arabian Ofl Company 
(AOC) in the Neutral Zone oper¬ 
ated by the two Gulf countries. 

Sakomoto said no talks on the 


bia and Kuwait have a 10 per cent 
share, is due to end in 10 years'.. 

Last year Saudi Arabia, thd? 
world's biggest exporter, set up a 
joint venture with the U.S. oil', 
company Texaco to refine and' 
market cal products in 23 Amer¬ 
ican states. 


Saudii Arabia is in contact with 
some European companies, in¬ 
cluding Elf Aquitaine and Total- 
CFP of Fiance, on possible joint 
refining and distribution ven¬ 
tures, oil industry sources said. 

Kuwait alrady has a network of 
petrol stations and refineries in 
Western Europe. 


ndonesia announces measures 


to encourage exploration for oil 


JAKARTA (R) — Indonesia has 
announced new incentives to en¬ 
courage the search for oil. the 
country's major export. 

“Indonesia is continuing the 
policies it announced in August, 
giving more incentives to oil con¬ 
tractors with tbe aim of boosting 
exploration ... especially in east¬ 
ern Indonesia,” Mines and Ener¬ 
gy Minister Ginanjar Kartasamira 
told reporters. 

Most of Indonesia's oil is dril¬ 
led by foreign companies under, 
production-sharing contracts, 
with the state oil company Perta- 
mina taking the larger portion. 

Oil companies have criticised 
the amount they are allowed to 
keep for themselves as too little 
especially in frontier areas which 


have not been explored for oil 
and where tbe risk of not finding 
oil is higher. 

Ginanjar ssiid that new con¬ 
tracts in frontier fields will be 
split with 75 pt:r cent in favour of 

Pe rtainin g. 

These contracts are currently 
based on an incremental system 
which gives tbe contractor a max¬ 
imum share of 20 per cent if the 
well produces no more than 
50,000 barrels per day. 

The changes will give a bigger 
share for tbe company drilling the 
oil in areas whiich have already 
been explored. They also im¬ 
prove the returns in oil fields 
where the oil is hiarder and more 
costly to extract. 

A significant change was to 


allow oil companies with old con¬ 
tracts to sell at 10 per cent of tbe 
export price instead of at 20 cents 
a barrel, which should sharply 
increase their income. 

The changes also provide for 
credits to explorers in some areas 
and extension of exploration con¬ 
tracts for four years. 

Indonesia, the only Asian 
member of the Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC), estimates that at cur¬ 
rent exploration levels it would 
become a net ofl importer in 25 


years. 

Late last year, the U.S. embas¬ 
sy said! exploration was declining 
in Indonesia and foreign oil con¬ 
tractors were hit by then-falling 
oil prices, high tax payments and 
recoverry costs. 

Ginatnjar said he was optimistic 
the new incentives would boost 
exploration. 

Pertaunina President-Director 
Faisal Abda’ae said 10 new pro¬ 
duction sharing contracts would 
be announced soon. He gave no 
details. 


Since then the “Louvre 
accord”, an ambitious attempt to 
coordinate economic policy, has 
survived the world stock markets 
crash of 1987 and curtailed wild 
currency swings that plagued the 
1970s and the early years of the 
Reagan presidency. 

But critics say finance ministers 
have failed in their goal of cor- 
i necting world trade imbalances 
and promises to cooperate on 
fi seal policy remain largely unful¬ 
filled. 

\ A daily reminder is die intract¬ 
able U.S. budget deficit and 
ma ny economists believe 1989 
will, be a make-or-break year for 
coo( aeration. Doubts about the 
conc ept of targetting exchange 
rates., the core of die Louvre 
accord, are surfacing. 

“Exchange rates were the 
easiesit tiling to target in 1987,” 
said P.aul Chertkov, chief inter- 
natiomil economist at brokers 
Drexel i Burnham Lambert Inc. 
“It was an easy option and every¬ 
one t hi ought everything else 
would fatfl into place. It didn't. 




Inf ration threatens 


EC economic growth 


The Louvre accord was struck target the dollar. -The 1 crash focused central' " - 

by finance ministers ami jsntral costhave taites’ finance mptere? 

States, Japan, France, Britain jentSlO bilton Hus year to stop ^ 

and West Germany over dinner the dollar rising rajh 

on Feb 21 1987. The Group of Seven (G-7) rales tor tneir own sure, sma . . 

nations now coordinating policy David Morrison, chief mtenia.- 

Tbe next day's communique, ._^ original six signatories of tiona! economist. at ooiaman , - 

also signed by Canada, spoke of ^ Louvre accord plus Italy — Sadis International Ltd. ■ 

cooperation to “foster stability of <r ^ Eg commitment to the Economists argue some ha- 

exchange rates around current Lpuvre strategy tions, particularly France and 

levels,” a form of words that But ^ sound is shifting. Britain, originally “put the cart 

disguised a secretly agreed system «^ c 0 f targettmg ex- before the horse” by targettiag 

of targetting rates or “managed orange rates will not be publicly rates in an unpublidsed band Of V. 

float." abandoned,” said Chertkow. plus or rmnus five per cent. * 

It spelt the end of the era of “gut the re has been some back-. Now there are raqeasmg signs . 
freely floating exchange rates that ^ < 3.7 has moved that G-7 nations are shying away' ' \ ; 

followed the collapse in the early jq looking at other economic from a more rigid or institutional _ -t 

1970s of the Bretton Woods and goals." ised system of target zones^' ; 

Smithsonian systems of fixed cur- 77 ,^ accord is generally seen as emphasising instead broadenpolk ■: — r 
rency panties. having notched up successes: cy coordination. 

“Thereis little nostalgia for the —The seven have held cuiren- G-7 talks earlier this -month; 

Bretton Woods system of fixed ^ re la tively steady through in- gave the dearest sign yet of a shift- 1 r, 
rates,” said Richard O’Brien, nwvention and dascr coordination _ as ministers stressed the priority ^ j 

rhief economist at American Ex- monetary policy. The strategy ■ of fighting inflation. . - 

jress Bank. “Equally we are no japped tbe dollar going into a “The Louvre accord has. 

anger under the illusion that free ^ a f ttT a 7935 p act> the changed,” said Mqnison. ‘Tbere ^ 

foating brings much benefit. A pj^a accord, succeeded in is a slight relegation of the need '.' 3 

careful managed float is the order poshing the currency down. for exchange rate stability forfitsr 

>f the day." —Currency stability has aided own sake and a move towards 

Some economists disagree, world growth and investment, cooperative policy c h ang e s. - 
viartin Feldstein, former pres- Protectionism, rife in 1985 before “IS that proved to be successful, 
dential economic adviser to Ro- Reagan abandoned his “bands off the result would in- any caseA»- 
laid Reagan, said in December policy” towards the dollar, has less exchange rate instability,” fa 
he dollar’s value should be left to abated. noted.' - - -'^A 

he market. “The time has come — Tbe Louvre accord has im- The dollar was in feet 'trading-: 
o abandon the policy of trying to posed discipline on G-7 nations, last Friday at almost exactly the . .-T* 

_with the turning point coming. same level against the mark as on, . . 

_ _ __ with the crash of 87 when a public the eve of tbe accord. 

6316IlS row between the United States “Butthat,”saysCheartkow, 

and West Germany unnerved more luck than judgement/' 


cooperation to “foster stability of 
exchange rates around current 
levels,” a form of words that 
disguised a secretly agreed system 
of taxgetting rates or “managed 
float." 

It spelt the end of the era of 
freely floating exchange rates that 
followed the collapse in the early 
1970s of the Bretton Woods and 
Smithsonian systems of fixed cur¬ 
rency parities. 

“There is little nostalgia for the 
Bretton Woods system of fixed 
rates,” said Richard O’Brien, 
chief economist at American Ex¬ 
press Bank. “Equally we are no 
longer under tbe illusion that free 
floating brings much benefit. A 
careful managed float is the order 
of tbe day." 

Some economists disagree. 
Martin Feldstem, former pres¬ 
idential economic adviser to Ro¬ 
nald Reagan, said in December 
the dollar’s value should be left to 
the market. “The time has come 
to abandon the policy of trying to 


AMMAN EXCHANCE RATES 


Venezuela suspends 


repayment of private 


National Westminster sector’s foreign debt 


BRUSSELS (R) — Rising infla¬ 
tion is threatening the European 
Community's (EC’s) brisk econo¬ 
mic growth, t he bloc’s executive 
commission hits said. 

The ECs economy is expected 
to grow by abcut three per cent 
annually over thie next two years, 
but the trend was at risk from 
several factors, notably higher 
inflation, the commission said. 

Henning Ch riscophersen, 
European commissioner re- * 
sponsible for ecoui imic and finan¬ 
cial affairs, told .reporters that 


cent growth rate had been invest¬ 
ment-led. 

“(This) is the highest rate of 
growth for a long, long period. 
We expect simil ar rates for the 
coming years," he said, but noted 
last year the economy benefited 
from mild winters. 

“Business life is adjusting to 
the fact that the single market will 
be implemented,” he added, re¬ 
ferring to the dismantling of in¬ 
ternal trade barriers targetted for 
1992. 

Christophersen said strong eco- 


Tbursday, Feb. 23, 1989 

Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Sterling 


Swiss franc 
French franc 


Boy 

538.0 

943.0 

293.5 

343.9 

86.1 


Sdl 

542.0 

952.6 

■29*7.5 

348.9 

87.1 


Japanese yea (for woj 
Dutch guilder 


lira (for 100) 
Belgian franc (for 10)- 


425.8 

260.0 

S5.fr 

39.9 

I4O0 


43L0 
263.4 
863 - 
40l4--. 
■Ml .9 1 


Amman Financial Market 
weekly trading 


Following is a summary of trading doing last week and the 

previous week 

- 

- ■ 


Feb. 18-22 

: . Feb. 4-8. 

Daily average 

JD 898,417 

JD 2,691,491' 

Total volume 

JD 4,492,088 

JD 13,457,455 

Total shares 

2,171,671 

6,833,766 

No. of contracts 

3,241 

■ 6,166 

f 1 


Sectoral trading: . 


Industrial 

JD 2,797,804 - 

JD 8^85,701 

• 

(62.3%) 

(63.8%) 

Financial 

JD 1,427,058 

JD 4,122.779 


(31.8%) 

(30.6%) 

Service 

(43%) 

(3.9%r 

Insurance 

( 1 . 6 %) 

(1.7%) 

Share price index 

129.4 

131.8 

No. of companies 

65 

64 

Price movement (rise) 

- : ■ 22 •• 

22 

(decline) 

37 

39 

(stable) . 

6 

- 3 
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OAKLAND, Cftfifomia (AP) — 
Top-Seeded Martina Navra tiloya. 
csed an Impressive save end 
voHey display Thursdaf Id adv¬ 
ance to the ouarterfidals' of the 
$25O,0QQ Vir ginia $fyns of Cali¬ 
fornia tournament (^defeating | 
France's Isabelle Demongeot, 6 - 
3. 6-1. '-•■ .:■■■/■■.. . 

Also advaiicng with lopsided - 
victories were no. 2 seeded Nata- 
Ha Zvereva of . the Soviet Union 
and no.-3 seeded'Zma Garrison 
of Houston. ■'* 

Zvereva* the 17-year-old who. 
is ranked eighth in the world. 


beat Katrina Adams of Chicago, 
6-3, 6-2. Garrison* 25* blitzed 
Andrea Hofikova of Czechoslo¬ 
vakia, ' 64), 6-1 in 46 minutes. 
Garrison lost just six points in the 
first seL 

The 21-year-old Holikova 
ranks 139th. Adams is 134th. 

The Navratilova match took 49 
mmutes and the world's second- 
ranked player lost seven points 
on her serve. 

Navratilova, ranked second in 
the world, lost seven points on 
her se rve in the 49-minute match 
against the 47th-ranked Demon- 
geot. 




GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
- - ANfrOMAft-SHARfF- ■■ 

QTtm IHHff* VtM Santaflt, Inc. 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


-Ss 

«> Sf 

I0| Mif 



f vtekaii 


JD L\fB* 

m 

t 


JD SJBE7 
ft? 
JD4.1T 

(* 

& 

ir 


Q.l—Neither vulnerable, as South 

you hold:. . 

4A762.77932 OK 4JUK52 
The bkkfiag has proceeded: . 

North East South West 

TO DU r~ r'.i 

What action do you take? >’ 

A. —Since East’s double is primarily 
a takeout lor the major suits, there 
is no point to- showing your weak 
qnde suit.-And why. venture two- 
chibs?. Although you pfrn the values 

for one no tramp,' your hand is un¬ 
balanced, so dl yon can do is pass to 
see how ibeaaictkm develops. 

a ■ ■ 

Q-2—As South*, vulnerable, you 
hold: . 

4AQ4 .9ASJ762 .073: 4Q9 
The bidfHag.'has proceeded:' 

Soua Wet NOrth JE^ V 
19' " P*te r , ; . 2^0v ■ • Pms 
? ....... 

What doyou Gid obw? ; 

A—This is txmiaUnc. lfyou have 
a partoer who igfgiit.drop the bid¬ 
ding in twojitans, jnmjp to three.. 
; Hbverist^^parincr;caa he ^ouste?-* 
■to bid a#iin. then twrihearis U -suf- 
fidenl—yonr. queen of^chibs is of 
doabtfol?value. - 


Sou* West North East 


1 * 

2 7 


Pass 


Q-3-^-As SouthL vutocrabfc^ you 
hold: -/' - 

4AQ4 9AKIW2 -013 : : *Q9 
The bidding has, proceeded: ■ 
Sooth West ’ North East 

19- ■ Pasi^. ''TX - :; Pam - 

* : . 

■ • 

What'doyouWdnow^. 

A.—The fact thiLyoarqueen is now 
In partner’s suir makes a world of 
ti£tereacc-Lft is probably Worth a. 
full trick- Now a j^^ to threc 
hearts (or■ a .: reverse - bkTof two 
spades, if you Eke the fancy stuff) is 


Q.4—N rithe r v«laeraKfe, As Soinh 
you bold:J : o.Y* W... ...... 

470 VAQff;rOQS 4AJ1092 
Tbe bidding K itf proceeded: .• 


1-4 - Pass 1 4 Pass 
I NT Pass 2 9 Pass 
.7 

What action do you take? 

A.—The fact that you have a mini , 
mum opening bid and -excellent 
three-c ar d support for partner's 
second suit doesn't relieve you of 
the obligation of finding your side's 
best spot. Partner's first-bid suit is 
at bast as tong. and probably long¬ 
er, than his second, so you must 
correct to two spades despite the 
disparity in the strength of your 
holdings. 

Q.5—Both vulnerable, as South you 
fa*M* 

4KQ5 9AQ 0AKQ1W7 463 

The. .bidding has proceeded: 

East Sooth West North 

19 Dbl Pass 2 * 

Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A.—We suppose, that tbe theoreti¬ 
cally carreer bid is a jump to three 
diamonds. However, if you are go¬ 
ing to play for nine tricks, why not 
ar no tnnnp? There is no guarantee 
that you can make three no trump* 
but it’s certainly worth a shot—es¬ 
pecially since you’re likely to get a 
heart lead. 


QA—As South, '-'vulnerable, you 
hold: 

46 9A165. OAKJ 4AQJ762 
Your right-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with three spades. What 
action do you take? 

A.—Not an ideal band, but who 
premised you that life would be a 
bowl of cherries? Double, tfaapft* 
tbe fact that you lack a fourth heart 
Ideally, you hope partner will pass 
or bid three no trump. Should he 
bid four hearts, pass and hope for 
the best At least the spade ruffs win 
come in the hand with short trumps. 


\r-iL- : 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 


f-iH 

iiiUjJ 
fH'l* 



ToO; spend so much time near the 
\ refrigerator, ail of your fill- 
- ' JngSi are magnetized!" 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
m by Henri Arnold and Bob Lae 


Jumbles,: 

one totfeftppacti square, lo form 
wottflna/-words. - ' 



E. Germany beats Mall, pushes USA ahead 

JEDDAH. Saudi Arabia (AP) — East Germany beat Mali 3-0 
Wednesday in the final group C match at the World Youth Soccer 
Cup, and pushed the United States side into tbe quarter-final 
round. Tbe half-time score was 1-0. The East German side's first 
win in the 16-team under-19 competition bounced Mali out of a 
place in the knock-out second stage. The United Stares joins 
Brazil, which already had qualified from group C after winning all 
its three matches. 

Norway wins Nordic races 

LAHTI, Finland (AP) — Norway won the Nordic combined team 
competition Friday at the World Nordic ski championships after 
two superb legs by the Eldon brothers in the final cross country 
relay. The Norwegian threesome of TVond Einar Elden, Trend 
Arne Bredesen and Bard Jorgen Elden finished one minute, 44 
seconds ahead of Switzerland and 1:48 ahead of East Germany. 
The winning time was 1:24.7. The men's 4 x 10 -kilometre cross 
country relay, one of the highlights of the championships, was 
scheduled later Friday. Trond E inar Elden, an 18-year-old 
student, became the fourth double gold medallist of the meet. He 
also won the individual Nordic combined crown. Maijo Mati- 
kainen and Marja-Uisa Kirvesniemi. both of the powerful Finnish 
cross country team, and ski jumper Jari Puikkonen of Finland are 
the other double champions. 

Top Soviet basketballers may head West 

LONDON (R) — Some top Soviet basketball players may head 
West after the defeat this week of Zalghiris Kaunas in the 
semifinal of the European Cup Winners’ Cup. The biggest catch 
will be 2.20-metre centre Arvydas Sa bonis, whose plea to fellow 
Olympic gold medallists to stay in his team prevented the Soviet 
dub from breaking up last year. But now it seems certain that 
winger Rimas Kurtmaiiis and playmaker Valdemaras Choroid us 
will head for Western Europe, with Sabonic moving closer to the 
professional ranks of the Portland Trail Blazers in America's 
National Basketball Association (NBA). The impetus will come 
from tbe extraordinary world congress of the International 
Basketball Federation (FIBA), scheduled for April 7 in Munich. 
FIBA are expected to remove the ban on active NBA players 
competing in the Olympics and world championships, which 
would free Sabonis and players from other European countries to 
return to their national teams despite earning millions of dollars 
from the professional clubs. 

Golf leader tipped off by his wife 

SYDNEY, Australia (AP) — American David De Long took a 
pointer from his wife Friday and went on to shoot a 2-under-par 
70 and take a one-shot lead in the $410,000 Australian tourna¬ 
ment players' championship. De Long reached the halfway stage 
on 68-70-138, 6 -under-par and a stroke ahead of pursuing 
Australian golfers Rodger Davis, Ian Baker-Finch and Jeff 
Wodland. Davis had a 67 Friday, while Baker-Finch and 
Woodland both shot 70s on tbe Riverside Oaks course. Tourna¬ 
ment favourite Greg Norman carded his second successive 70 to 
trail De Long by two shots. He was one of five players on 140, 
along with overnight leader Roger Mackay of Australia and 
Swede Anders Gillner. De Long, a 29-year-old from San 
Francisco, bogeyed three holes on the back nine before his wife, 
Cheri, pointed out an error in his swing. He then birdied two of 
the last three holes to restore bis confidence. 


FORECAST FOR SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25. 1989 


_Aa Charted By The Carroll fHghter Astrological Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Put 
riiarfplin* in yonr work. Erect 
guidelines and set limits according 
to what ia correct lor you. Apply in¬ 
tuitive ideas to a plan and gain ex¬ 
pected results. 

ARIES {Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) 
Encouraging news shows you 
where to capitalize on oppor¬ 
tunities. Lively and attractive peo¬ 
ple seize your interest 

TAURUS (Apr, 20 to May 20) 
You see the pitfalls in a shaky 
money scheme and prepare to puli 
out A meeting of hearts 2s reached 
with a lowed one. 

GEMINI (May 21 lo June 21) 
You feel last and disorganized. 
Relax and enjoy fanrDy members 
who can pep you up. Tue later day 
has you in motion. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
JuL 21) Enjoy good times. You are 
in the right place at the right time 
for a sur pris e. Overindulgence can 
cost you. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Personal 
relations and family interests are 
under pressure. Relax alone with 
persona] pleasures that interest 
you. Avoid confrontations. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22} A 
journey can bring you closer to 


what you need. You connect with 
people who like you and ran help. 
Evening hours may be tense. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) 
Avoid travel mix-ups and delays. 
Be cautious to keep job enth usiasm 
up high. Shopping far hsrd-to-find 

items ia favorable. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) A 
household/handyman project will 
meet with success. Tuna in on op¬ 
portunities for financial in¬ 
vestments. Scale down travel plans. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
21) After some minor hassles are 
cleared up, it is a fun day with fam¬ 
ily and friends. Find a way to relax 
and relieve the tanaiope. 

- CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jen. 20) 
It is easy coma, easy go today. Ac¬ 
tivities are your own choice. 


ia a pleasant interlude. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feh. 19) 
A short journey turns out to be 
more fun than expected. Put 
yourself where there is good food 
and camaraderie. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Curb 
the urge to spend money, except for 
what you need. Hnmmit yourself to 
getting errands and work done 


THE Daily Crossword by Ba rna rd Moran 
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Becker romps, 
Agassi crawls 
into quarters 


PHILADELPHIA (R) — Boris 
Becker wasted no time and 
Andre Agassi won a blistering 
baseline duel to advance to the 

2 uarter-finals of tbe $602,500 
I.S. pro indoor tennis cham¬ 
pionships Thursday. 

The second-seeded Becker bul¬ 
led his way past American David 
Pate 6-1, 6-1 in just an hour, 
while top seed Agassi was stretch¬ 
ed by 15th-seeded fellow-Amer¬ 
ican Jim Courier 6-3, 7-6. 

Becker thoroughly dominated 
Pate. The West German lost only 
four points in the first five games 
as he pounded balls, especially 
from the backhand side, into the 
corners. 

“I was right into the march and 
I kept the pressure on him,” said 
Becker. “I was moving quicker 
and I was standing in on the 
ball.” 

Becker said he was feeling very 
fit and “keeping everything in 
perspective". He said be did not 
consider his loss to Sweden's 
Jonas Svensson in the fourth 
round of the Australian Open a 
setback. 

“Svensson was just better on 
the day," said Becker. “It proved 
that I am beatable, but 1 never 
gave up fighting and kept trying. 
In the past I would get frustrated 
and let things go, but that was not 
the case in Melbourne.” 

Both Agassi and fellow 18- 
year-old Courier pounded the 
ball from the baseline with plenty 
of pace in a match full of excite¬ 
ment. Agassi needed seven match 
points to close the match after 
taking an early service break in 
the second set. 

‘‘I felt in charge because I was 
holding my serve easier,” Agassi 
said. "I think that is why I could 
remain sane, because the longer 
the match went the more chance I 
had of winning.” 

Afterwards Agassi, who won 
the second set by 7-3 in the 
tiebreak, paid Courier quite a 
compliment. 

He said Courier was the “most 
powerful player I have faced, 
more so than Ivan Lendl and 
Becker — but it was inexperience 
that stopped it from being even 
closer.” 

Two-time defending champion 
Tim Mayotte, the third seed, 
played his best tennis of the week 
to dispose of Milan Srejber of 
Czechoslovakia 6-3, 64, while 
fourth-seeded Mikael Pernfors of 
Sweden advanced by 6-1,6-3 over 
Roger Smith of the Bahamas. 

Two seeded players were eli¬ 
minated in tough, three-set 
matches. Amos Mansdorf, 
seeded seventh, was beaten by 
10th seed Christo Van Re ns burg 
of South Africa 6-7,64,64 while 
sixth seed Kevin Curxen was 
ousted by fellow-American 
Robert Seguso, seeded 11th, 6-3, 
6-7. 7-5. 

In the quarter-finals, Agassi 
plays eighth-seeded American 
Dan Goldie, while Becker takes 
on Van Rensburg. Mayotte meets 
fifth-seeded compatriot Brad Gil¬ 
bert and Pernfors plays Seguso in 
the other quarter-finals. 


Tyson favoured over Bruno 


LAS VEGAS (R) — If looks 
counted for anything, the magni¬ 
ficently-muscled Frank Bruno 
would have a great chance of 
upsetting Mike Tyson for the 
undisputed heavyweight boxing 
title of tbe world Saturday. 

Unfortunately for the Briton, 
his rather average ring skills do 
not match his physique and Tyson 
is a hot favourite beat Bruno in 
their scheduled 12 -round fight. 

The card at the 9,860-seat in-- 
door arena at the Las Vegas 
Hilton also includes a 12-round 
World Boxing Council super¬ 
featherweight title fight between 
champion Azumah Nelson of 
Ghana and Mexican Mario Mar¬ 
tinez. 

Julian Jackson of the Virgin 
Islands will defend his World 
Boxing Association junior mid¬ 
dleweight title against Brazilian 
Francisco De Jesus on die same 
card. 

Tyson, expected to weight ab¬ 
out 98.89 kg Saturday to Bruno’s 
104.3 kg. is a 7-1 on favourite, 
with some fans saying the real bet 
is not if Tyson will knock out the 


gentlemanly Bruno, but when. 
Bruno is a 5-1 against chance. 

Tyson, 35-0, has stopped 17 
opponents in the first round and 
five in the second round. Only 
four opponents have lasted tbe 
distance agaimt -the 22 -year-old 
American — .James Tftlis, Mitch 
Green, Tony TuckeT and James 
’bonecrusber’ Smith. 

But Smith, dubbed ‘bonehug- 
ger’ by some people for hanging 
on to Tyson for 12 rounds in 
1987, stopped Bruno in the 10th 
round in 1984. 

Bruno, 32-2, says he has ma¬ 
tured as a fighter since then and 
since Tun Witherspoon stopped 
the Briton in the 11 th round in 
1986. 

That may be, but Bruno, 27, 
still appears to suffer from a lack 
of mobility, which has hampered 
many British heavyweights since 
Britain had its last heavyweight 
champion when in 1897 Bob Fitz¬ 
simmons knocked out James J. 
Corbett. 

Even for a big man, Bruno is 
slow and in training sessions re¬ 
cently has had trouble landing his 


jab agajnst journeyman sparring 
partners. If Bruno is to keep 
Tyson away from him he has to 
rely on the jab with its 28-cm 
advantage in reach. 

Bruno at 1.90m, is nine cen¬ 
timetres taller than Tyson. But 
the champion often has fought 
taller men without difficulty. 

Bruno's trainer, Terry Lawless, 
likes to say that the proof of 
Bruno's power is that several of 
his sparring partners left camp 
because they could not take the 
pounding from his fighter. 

But that claim is hardly sup¬ 
ported by those witnessing Bru¬ 
no's training sessions. 

Tyson on the other hand has 
looked impressive in training. 

Both fighters may suffer from 
some ring rust. Tyson has not 
fought since last June and Bruno 
since October, 1987. 

Bruno insists that “this is a p^air 
time to beat Mike Tyson,” with 

Lawless explaining that, Tyson’s 
recent divorce, his feud with his 
manager and losing some 23 kg in 
a relatively short time may come 
back to haunt him in the fight. 


Best tires for cars 
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N? 1 for all roads 


Peanuts 


VES. MAANV IT U)A5 
VERtf UltKPV THIS M0RNIN6 


WHEN WE WERE WALKING 
TO SCHOOL* LEAVES, ANP 
PAPER ANP BRANCHES WERE 
SLOWING ALL OVER... 


BUT WE DIPN'T LET IT 
^ STOP US. MA'AM.! 



!«& Umhed Fgaaga Symeaie. me.! 


Mutt’ri’ Jeff 


VEH, LOUDER 
AND MORE 
, OFTEN- 
r COUGH, 



YOU JUST KEEP 
TAKING THAT COUGH 
SYRUP I PRESCRIBED! 



DOC.CAN > 
Z HAVE TEN 


THAT COUGH . 
SYRUP? J 



Andy Capp 


iwurion rtienulHHIi (ID 



I JUST DECIDED TO 
hW/E AN EARLY 
NIGHT, THAT'S ALU ) 


COME OFF 
- IT-THERE 
MUST BE A 
REASON-' 





»r WAS QUIET 
■ INTHEPUS.r 

ITHOUGHT I 
I'D COME J 
HOMEAND^ 
WATCH TELiS/ j 


TCH, I AW AWFUL. THE POOR 
UTTLE DEVIL EVEN HAS TO 
THINK OF AN EXCUSE FOR 
COVMNkS HOME EARLY 
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aOcenzea remove “evideoce” from the borne of Winnie Mandela after raid tbia w e ek 

*®isamunity leaders fear 
m@re violence in Soweto 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
'Siack South African community 
i“uders called Friday for an end 
To a tii-for-tat murder campaign 
£.T:ong Soweto township gangs 
fciiowing the fall from grace of 
Winnie Mandela and her band of 
bodyguards. 

Soweto has recently witnessed 
three murders, a firebomb attack 
and a campaign of abduction and 
£-:saiut. ail thought to be linked to 
the allegations of murder and 
gang violence laid against Mande¬ 
la's bodyguards, the Mandela 
United Football Qub. 

Two club members were 
charged Tuesday with the murder 
:zsi month of a black child activ¬ 
ist, Stompie Seipei, causing a 
Jeep rift between Mandela, wife 


of jailed nationalist leader Nelson 
Mandela, and the rest of the 
black community. 

“Blacks are sick and tired of 
this violence. They don't want it. 
They are saying this openly to 
us," said John Gogotya, leader of 
the Federal Independent Black 
Alliance, a group in favour of 
negotiation with the white gov¬ 
ernment 

“I hope that most of our people 
will be able to see that this 
violence does not pay, that vio¬ 
lence begets violence," Gogotya 
said. 

Professor Fatima Meer, a dose 
Mandela family friend, said it was 
time to call a halt to the increas¬ 
ing spiral of violence. 

Referring to the first 


anniversary Friday of a sweeping 
government ban on the activities 
of South Africa’s anti-apartheid 
protest movement, she said the 
occasion should be marked with 
more than idle words. 

“The time for recondfliaticm is 
long overdue. We don’t want to 
kill each other all year and then 
say, 'It's the first anniversary, we 
should reconcile'," Meer said. 

On Feb. 24 lastyear, the Pre¬ 
toria government effectively ban¬ 
ned 18 leading anti-apartheid 
organisations and later restricted 
a further 16. 

Meer said the burgeoning 
Soweto vendetta would be diffi¬ 
cult to resolve in the near future. 
“Everybody is worried about 
what is going on. It’s terrible." 
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ledges $ 50 m 
atom project 


WASHINGTON (AP) — India 
r as agreed to make a $50 million 
contribution toward the U.S. su¬ 
per collider atom smasher, the 
first foreign country to commit to 
'.elpina the S4.6-biilion project, 
:;ccording to a U.S. lawmaker. 

Robert Hunter Junior, director 
of the Office of Energy Research 
it the Energy Department, said 
Thursday the agreement with In¬ 
dia calls for an “in kind" con¬ 
tribution, meaning it will come in 
the form of equipment or ser¬ 
vices. It is contingent upon a U.S. 
commitment to build the collider. 
Hunter said. 

Congressman Joe Barton, 
speaking to a subcommittee of 
the House of Representatives 
Committee on Science, Space 
end Technology, said that in 
addition to India's pledge of help, 
Japan, Taiwan, Korea and sever¬ 
al Western European nations 
have held preliminary cost-shar¬ 
ing discussions with U.S. offi¬ 
cials. 


Barton represents the district 
that includes the planned collider 
site. 

Last year, Italy signed an 
agreement to explore collabora¬ 
tion on the project. India is the 
first country to make a commit¬ 
ment. 

President George Bush has en¬ 
dorsed the super collider and 
recommended spenefing $250 mil¬ 
lion in the fiscal year beginning 
Oct. 1 toward initial construction. 

The Energy Department has 
chosen a site around Wax- 
abachie, Texas, for the 85- 
kilometre underground tunnel in 
which beams of protons would 
smash into each other with 20 
times the energy of today's most 
powerful atomic accelerators. 

Faced with heavy demands for 
funds for science projects. Con¬ 
gress last year agreed only to 
spend $100 million on the project 
in the current fiscal year and 
decreed none of the money could 
be used for construction. 


Hunter said “several hundred 
million dollars" is a minimum 
estimate for foreign contributions 
of particle-collision detectors to 
the project, but the exact sum 
won't be known for another year 
or two. 

Though Hunter said foreign 
contributions could be substan¬ 
tial, be did not repeat predictions 
of department officials about a 
year ago that foreign countries 
could pay up to half the cost of 
the machine. 

Such large installations are 
used by scientists of all nations 
and foreign contributions are 
usually made to speed a project 
along, not in return for specific 
agreements for research time, 
said department spokesman Jeff 
Sherwood. 

The project still faces hurdles 
in Congress, which must provide 
substantial foods for construction 
this year if the collider is to 
operate in 1986, as the depart¬ 
ment would like. 


¥©war staling clouds Bush trip 


TOKYO (R) — President Bush 
vowed Friday to stand behind the 
troubled nomination of John 
Tower as defence secretary, and 
predicted the Senate would ulti¬ 
mately confirm the former 
senator. 

“I'm going to win this battle,” 
3ush told reporters following a 
Senate Armed Services Commit¬ 
tee vote rejecting Tower's 
nomination. 

“I'm going to strongly back 
Senator Tower and I don't be¬ 
lieve he is going down the drain,” 
the president said. 

Bush, who is in Tokyo for the 
funeral of Japanese Emperor 
H.rohito. said he was not con¬ 
sidering alternatives to Tower as 
defence secretary. 

“I have not considered any 
option • and I stand strongly with 
John Tower," the president said. 

The Senate committee, which 
has been reviewing charges re¬ 


garding Tower's drinking habits, 
love life and ties to defence con¬ 
tractors, voted ll-to-9 against 
confirming Tower. 

The committee split along par¬ 
ty lines with all 11 Democrats 
urging the Senate to reject Tower 
and all nine of Bush’s fellow 
Republicans recommending his 
confirmation. 

Committee Chairman Sam 
Nunn, a Georgia Democrat, said 
he opposed Tower because of 
concern over excessive drinking 
by his former colleague. 

Nunn, who succeeded Tower 
as chairman of the Armed Ser¬ 
vices Committee, said it would be 
dangerous for a heavy drinker to 
have authority over military 
forces. 

Bush dismissed the charges 
against Tower as rumour and 
innuendo that have been knocked 
down by a Federal Bureau of 
Investigation report. 


He voiced confidence that he 
could win Democratic support in 
the Senate, which planned to take 
up the nomination next 
Wednesday. 

The Democrats hold a 55-45 
majority in the Senate. Bush 
would need to win five Democra¬ 
tic votes and hold all of the 
Senate Republicans to gain 
approval for Tower. Vice-presi¬ 
dent Dan Quayle would cast the 
deciding vote in the event of a tie. 

If rejected by the Senate, Tow¬ 
er would be the first cabinet 
nominee turned down by the law¬ 
makers since the 1959 defeat of 
President Dwight Eisenhower's 
choice of Lewis Strauss to be 
secretary of commerce. 

Bush said the fight over Tower 
did not signal the end of the 
“honeymoon" traditionally 
accorded new presidents. “I’m 
not going to get total agreement 
on every issue." he said. 
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t Worry, Be Happy* a 






it at Grammy Awards 


LOS ANGELES {AP) — Tracy 
Chapman, a quiet newcomer who 
brought a disquieting reality to 
the pop charts with her debut 
album, won three Grammy 
Awards Wednesday night — but 
the record and song of the year 
was Bobby McFenin’s ebullient 
“Don’t Worry. Be Happy." 

Me Fern n. whose voice and 
body are his only instruments, 
was the night's big winner with 
four of the coveted miniature 
gramophones. He also won male 
jazz vocal performance for the 
song "Brothers." 

Both big winners lost to 
George Michael for album of the 
year. He won for his platinum 
“Faith." a blend of ballads, rock 
and soulful pop, including the hit 
single "I Want Your Sex." 

The British vocalist was the 


first white solo artist to top bill¬ 
board's black charts, with 
"Faith," which sold more than 12 
million copies in its first year of 
release. 

The album “Tracy Chapman.” 
ranging from folk to pop ballad to 
reggae, has sold more than four 
million copies for rhe 24-year-old 
singer-songwriter who looks un¬ 
compromisingly at poverty, rac¬ 
ism, inequality and human rights. 
A year ago, she was singing in 
small Boston clubs while studying 
anthropology. 

She won the female pop vocal 
category for her song “Fast Car," 
which tells of a high school drop¬ 
out who supports her alcoholic 
father and wants to escape her 
misery in a fast car with heT 
unemployed boyfriend. She also 
was named best new artist and 


best contemporary folk per¬ 
former. 

In a new category, bard rock- 
metal vocal or instrumental, the 
venerable British rockers Jethro 
Tull won for “Crest of a Knave.” 

Jazz singer Anira Baker took 
two rhythm-and-blues trophies at 
the 31st annual Grammy Awards 
ceremonies at the Shrine Au¬ 
ditorium. 

Neil Dorfsman was named pro¬ 
ducer of the year for Sting’s 
album. “...Nothing Like the 
Sun." 

In country music, Randy Travis 
won best male vocal with "Old 8 
X 10" and K.T. Oslin won female 
vocal honours for “Hold Me,” 
which was voted best country 
song. The mother-daughter duo 
the Judds won best country group 
for “Give a Little Love." 


Rushdie book sparks more 
violence; 10 killed in India 



NICOSIA (R) — Indian police shot dead ten 
Muslims protesting against Salman Rushdie’s book 
“The Satanic Verses” Friday in the worst violence 
since Ayatollah Rnhollah Khomeini ordered the 
assassination of the British novelist. 


The shootings in Bombay came 
just hours before Iran's par¬ 
liamentary speaker declared that 
his country would not be held 
responsible if a M uslim killed 
Rushdie. 

Police said they opened fire 
after crowds attempting to inarch 
on the British Deputy High Com¬ 
mission began stoning cars and 
buses. 

At least ten people were killed 
and 40 wounded, hospital sources 
said. Police bad earlier banned 
the march and arrested 500 peo¬ 
ple in Bombay to prevent disturb¬ 
ances during Friday prayers. 

The protest was organised by 
the little-known Muslim integra¬ 
tion group, one of numerous Isla¬ 
mic groups around the world 
which have denounced Rushdie's 
book as blasphemous. 

Muslim anger over “The Sata¬ 
nic Verses” has been particularly 
strong in Bombay, where Rush¬ 
die was born info an Indian Mus¬ 
lim family. The Indian govern¬ 
ment was among the first to ban 

Colombo to 
ask India 
to leave 

COLOMBO (R) — Sri Lanka 
said it would ask Indian forces to 
leave the island in about six 
months when police were strong 
enough to protect people from 
Tamil guerrillas. 

Deputy Defence Minister Ran- 
jan Wijeratne made the 
announcement as military sources 
reported Tamil and Sinhalese 
guerrillas had killed 12 people in 
the past 24 hours. 

Indian troops have been de¬ 
ployed in the north and east 
under an agreement signed in 
1987 between Colombo and De¬ 
lhi aimed at ending a separatist 
revolt by tbe Tamil minority com¬ 
munity. 

Wijeratne, who is also foreign 
minister, added he would seek 
popular support for action 
against leftwing Sinhalese rebels 
blamed for most of die violence 
in the south. 

Wijeratne told a news confer¬ 
ence that the withdrawal of the 
Indian forces would be speeded 
up when a recently created pro¬ 
vincial council in the north-east 
was able to protect ordinary peo¬ 
ple from Tamil guerrillas. 

He said the council would need 
about another six months to buil¬ 
dup an adequate police force. 

“We do not intend to be foolish 
just to satisfy tbe whims of a few 
individuals, Sinhalese and Tamil 
extremists, who want the Indians 
to go," Wijeratne said. 

“The Indian forces will go 
when President (Ranasinghe) 
Premadasa asks them to go. That 
is the agreement," he said. 

Forty-five thousand Indian 
troops are deployed to combat an 


the book. 

Khomeini's first execution call 
Feb. 14 was backed Friday by 
Syed Abdullah Bukhari, the most 
powerful of India’s 100 million 
Muslims. 

“I congratulate (he Imam 
Khomeini. No leniency should be 
shown to him (Rushdie)," be told 
worshippers in the Jama Masjid 
Mosque. 

A Saudi Arabian-owned news¬ 
paper said Friday tbe Mecca- 
based Islamic Conference Orga¬ 
nisation (ICO) would file unspe¬ 
cified charges against Rushdie in 
Britain. Officials of the 46-mem- 
ber ICO were not immediately 
available for comment. 

In Tehran, Parliamentary 
Speaker Ali Akbar Hashemi Raf- 
sanjani, who is viewed as a mod¬ 
erate, distanced the Iranian state 
from any act individuals might 
take against the novelist. 

“If any Muslim carried out his 
duty, this cannot have any link 
with the Islamic Republic of 
Iran,” tbe official news agency 


ERNA quoted him as saying in a 
Friday sermon. 

His remark appeared to be an 
attempt to separate the row over 
the book from relations with 
Western countries. 

But Rafsanjani also defended 
the death threat. He called on 
Western leaders to state dearly 
whether they backed the content 
of Rushdie novel, which be said 
“slanders sanctities of Islam and 
attacks the Koran and die exalted 
PTOphet." 

Rafsanjani rejected Western 
criticism of the death order, 
saying it was neither against free¬ 
dom of expression nor interfer¬ 
ence in the internal affairs of 
another country. 

One of the passages in the 
book which Muslims most object 
to is a dream sequence in which 
prostitutes take on the names of 
Prophet Mohammed’s wives. 

Rafsanjani suggested Western 
nations would not tolerate similar 
language to describe the private 
lives of their leaders. “If an Ira¬ 
nian author in our country came 
and wrote a book... about what 
went on in your own families.-- 
how would you react?” he asked 
leaders of EC countries. 

Rushdie, 41, remains in hiding 
under police guard in Britain. 


While many Western nations 
have denounced Khomeini's 
ri*>ath call and withdrawn diplo¬ 
mats from Tehran in protest, 
other non-Muslim countries have 
been less inclined to act. 

japan Friday resisted British 
pressure to recall its ambassador 
from Iran. Foreign Minister 
Susuke Uno turned down the 
idea during a meeting with his 
British counterpart. Sir Geoffrey 
Howe. But Uno did say Japan 
could not accept Khomeini’s 
assassination call. 

Meanwhile Home Secretary 
Douglas Hurd warned Britain's 
750,000 Muslims Friday they 
could trigger a racial backlash rf 
they supported death threats 
'against the author. 

“Tbe vast majority of British 
Muslims are hard-working, law- 
abiding men and women," Hurd 
said. “Nothing would do more 
damage to racial harmony... in 
the country as a whole than the 
idea that British Muslims are 
indifferent to the rule of law." 

In a speech prepared for deliv¬ 
ery in Bir mingham ’s Central 
Mosque, he acknowledged that 
Muslims in Britain had been hurt 
by Rushdie’s book bnt said 
opposition to the novel must re¬ 
main lawful. 



Captain found guilty 
in cannibalism trial 


armed campaign by li berat ion 
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) to 
set up an independent homeland. 

LTTE guerrillas raided a 
Sinhalese village Wednesday 
night, shot dead six people and 
then set fire to their homes with 
the bodies inside, military sources 
said. 

Ten villagers were wounded in 
the attack on Weli Oya village in 
the north-central province. 

Six people, all political activ¬ 
ists, were killed in attacks in the 
south blamed on the People’s 
Liberation Front. 

The authorities have accused 
the front, composed of members 
of the majority Sinhalese com¬ 
munity, of violence in the past six 
months aimed at disrupting the 
December presidential poll and 
last week's general election. 

Police estimate that more than 
1,500 people were killed in political 
violence since mid last year. Most 
of tbe killings have been blamed 
on the front. 

Information Minister W.J.M. 
Lokubandara told reporters 
Thursday police had been alerted 
following information that sub¬ 
versives were planning to disrupt 
the country-wide general certifi¬ 
cate of education examination to 
be taken by more than 500,000 
children beginning Friday. 


SUBIC NAVAL BASE, Philip¬ 
pines (AP) — A military jury 
Friday sentenced Captain Alex¬ 
ander Batian to a reprimand after 
convicting him of failing to help a 
boatload of Vietnamese refugees 
who later resorted to c annibalis m 
to survive. 

Balian, 48, of Los Angeles, 
claimed be had been made a 
scapegoat by an embarrassed 
navy command. 

The jury of six navy captains 
acquitted Balian, former skipper 
of the amphibious landing ship 
USS Dubuque, of ordering one 
refugee shaken off ropes as he 
tried to climb aboard his vessel 
June 9 in the South China Sea. 

Balian, a highly decorated 
Vietnam war veteran, could have 
been confined for three months 
and ordered to forfeit two-thirds 
of his pay for that period. 

The jury deliberated nearly six 
hours Thursday and Friday be¬ 
fore returning a verdict at 9:20 
a.m. (0120 GMT). The panel 
derided on the sentence after a 
half hour deliberation. Under 
military law, convictions and ac¬ 
quittals are automatically re¬ 
viewed. 

Balian was accused of failing to 
render adequate assistance to 
more than 80 Vietnamese boat 
people when his ship encountered 
them June 9 in the South China 
Sea. 370 kilometres north of the 
Philippine island of Palawan. 

U.N. officials said 31 of the 
Vietnamese died after encounter¬ 
ing the Dubuque. Survivors said 
they devoured the dead to survive 
before Filipino fishermen rescued 
them June 27. 

The jury found Balian guilty of 
dereliction of duty for foiling to 


conduct an adequate inspection 
of the refugee boat; determine 
whether their sail was adequate; 
conduct ap p r o priate medical ex¬ 
aminations of visibly dehydrated 
refugees; provide necessary navi¬ 
gational equipment; provide 
adequate water and clothing to 
the naked, and take refugees 
aboard or see to it that they were 
taken aboard or assisted by a 
navy supply ship in the area. 

Balian was acquitted of charges 
that he ordered the Dubuque's 
crew to shake off a refugee who 
tried to climb aboard the warship. 

On Feb. 16, Balian was acquit¬ 
ted of a third charge — failing to 
render assistance to a Vietnamese 
who drowned. 

The prosecution claimed Ba¬ 
lian abandoned the refugees in 
his rush to resume his voyage to 
the Gulf, where die Dubuque 
took part in U.S. navy security, 
operations during the final days 
of the Iran-Iraq war. 

The defence argued that Balian 
was under pressure from his com¬ 
manders to reach the Gulf on 
schedule. 

Balian testified he did not pick 
up the refugees because he did 
not realise now desperate their 
situation was. Batian also testi¬ 
fied that he believed tbe vessel 
was seaworthy based on reports 
from the ship’s executive officer. 
Lieutenant Commander Stanley 
Halter. 

After the sentence, Balian told 
reporters he accepted command 
responsibility for his decision but 
that the navy investigation was 
unfair. He said an initial inves¬ 
tigation cleared him of wrong¬ 
doing. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Bonn tries to cut refugee flow ■ 

BONN (R) — West German Interior Minister Friedrich Zimmer- 
maun proposed tightening entry rules id a bid to stem the flood of 
refugees into West Germany. Zimmermano told parliament 
Wednesday be would put proposals before the next cabinet 
meeting March 1 for the introduction of visas for Yugoslavs. Visa 
conditions for Poles would be tightened. Air transit passengers 
from Turkey would be required to show a residence permit or a 
visa for a European Community (EC) country, Canada or the 
United States. Visas would also be introduced for 14 Asian, 
African and South American states, including South Africa, the 
Philippines. Thailand and Uganda. West Germany's constitution 
allows anyone seeking political asylum to remain in the country 
while his application is processed. Cases often rake years to 

resolve. 

Mother kills baby to escape husband 

PEKING (R) — A Chinese mother strangled her three-month- 
old daughter so she could divorce a ferocious husband to whom 
she had been sold after be raped her, the Farmers daily said 
Friday. The newspaper said “a tragedy that should never have 
happened" began when 21-year-old Li Xia's father decided to sell 
her for 1,500 yuan ($405) to a rich, playboy neighbour in their 
remote village in Gansu, west China. She tried to run away but 
her fother stopped her and locked her up. Then he held U Xia 
down on her bed so the neighbour could rape her. leaving her no 
alternative but marriage. About a year later she gave birth to a 
girl, enraging her husband and in-laws who wanted a boy. After 
many beatings, she resolved on divorce but courts would not grant 
one while her child was less than a year old. The newspaper said 
that when police arrested Li Xia, tears poured down her face and 
she sobbed with grief and remorse. 

Austria crash kills 11 

VIENNA (AP) — Eleven people, including Austria’s minister of 
social affairs, Alfred Dallmger, were killed Thursday when their 
plane crashed into a lake near the Swiss-Austrian border, 
investigators and aviation officials said. Dozens of rescue helicop¬ 
ters, boats and two submarines rushed to lake Constance. Around 
6 p.m. (1700 GMT), seven hours after the crash, the plane was 
located some 80 metres below the surface, about one kilometre 
from the shore. It was scheduled to be lifted from the bottom of 
the lake Friday if bad weather doesn’t delay operations, said 
Waldemar Marquart, a Swiss investigating judge who was 
interviewed on Austrian television. He said all nine passengers 
and two crew members aboard had been killed. A previously 
unknown group calling itself the Austrian People's Army claimed 


responsibility for the crash in a telephone call to the West German 
news agency DPA. 

Peace day in N. Ireland 

BELFAST (AP) — Thousands of Protestants and Roman 
Catholics attended peace day rallies across the province Thursday 
and expressed hope for an end to terrorism in Northern Ireland. 
Church bells pealed in many towns to support peace day which 
was organised by Belfast City Council members from four 
political parties and a group called Women Together to Bring 
Peace to Northern Ireland. In a joint statement, they said they 
placed on record their “foil solidarity" for the day of peace and 
the elimination of all terrorist activity from Northern Ireland 
Some 4,000 people gathered in front of dty hall in Belfast, many 
wearing white badges. Rallies were also held in Londonderry 

EniskiUen. Lurgan, Banbridge, Bangor, Greenisiand, and White- 
head. 

Pakistan to launch satellite 

KARACHI (R) — Pakistan will launch its first satellite Badr-A 
next year at an altitude of 400 kilometres. Radio Pakistan said 
Friday. It quoted Salim Mahmud, chairman of Pakistan’s Space 
and Upper Atmosphere Research Commission (SUPARCO) as 
saying the satellite would transmit communications to low-cost 
tracing ground stations in the country. Pakistan said last week it 
had produced its first shouJder-fired surface-to-air missile with a 
range of up to 5,000 metres. Pakistan has also successfully 
test-fired its first long-range rockets. ^ 

Pacific nation sells passports 

MAJURO. Marshall Islands (R) — Foreigners will be allowed to 
buy citizenship of this central Pacific nation for $250,000 under a 
law passed this week. Officials said the measure was intended to 
make money for the government and was directed primarilv at 
Asian investors. Tony Debrum, one of only two legators wh« 
voted against the bill, said the price tag was “nothing for terrorists 
who could buy the passport and do what they want with it *’ The 
Marshall Islands, with a population of 43,000, has issued its owrj 
passports only for two years. It attained semi-independent status 
of "free association with the United States in 1986. 

Indonesian floods kill 3 - 

JAKARTA (AP) — Rain-triggered floods during the last three 

,e ? thr ^ ***> 30 otbcre “ijmed and some 

^metes in central Java, an Indonesian government 

Official saidJndan - Ul 


I Atheists want 
Bible-free rooms . 

MEMPHIS, Tennessee (AP) — 
A group of atheists and agnostics 
is asking major hotel chains tfl 
supply them with rooms lacking 
the customary Bibles, saying the 
Bible makes for “gruesome bed¬ 
time reading.” “Why should in¬ 
nocent people go into a hotel 
room with an open. Bible, that is 
indrn i cring you to kill bomosex- ■ 
uals , to kill blasphemers," said 
Annie L. Gaylor, editor of 
Free thought Today, the newsier-', 
ter of a group caflod the Freedom' 
from Religion Foundation. 
Gaylor said her group has written 
to a dozen hotel chains, including 
Memphis-based. Holiday Inna, 
asking for Bible-free rooms for. 
atheists and agnostics. “Were 
a sking for freedom from the - Bf 
M e. We’re not saying they-can’t 
offer the Bible to their other 
customers,” she said Wednraday.. 
from her office in Madison, Wis- ' 
cousin. Ralph Berry, a spokes¬ 
man for the Holiday Corpora^ 
tion r said tbe Bibles at Hobday: 
Inns are supplied by Gideons 
International, a Christian orga- - 
nisation, and are there to be read 

or not read as hotel guests prefer. - 

■ 
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Hold that 
tiger 

SYDNEY (AP) — A trapeze 
artist grabbed a tiger by the foil.; 
and didn’t let go after the big cat 
mauled its handler and tried to 
leap into a crowd to terrified 
circus fans. Hundreds of scream¬ 
ing spectators fled when tbe big 
cat escaped chiring a show 
Wednesday night by the National 
Circus at Momya, about 255 
kilometres south of Sydney. 
Trapeze artist David Wynn, 21, 
said he rushed to the rescue when - 
he beard the yells of the crowd 
and saw the Bengal tiger biting 
the leg of its keeper, Brett Hall. 
“The crowd was screaming and l 
could see Brett lying on the 
ground with the tiger holding 
onto him," be told die Channel 
10 television network. “I:went.to 
grab the tiger but it scratched me -. 
on the arm —+ so I turned around - 
and grabbed his tail and polled ? 

■ him.-1 got the tiger off the-fiisr .-. 
time, but he went straight bade at 
tom." he said. “I grabbed the' 
tiger again, spun him around and ... 
then fell over. I started to wrestle 
him and dragged him until I 
managed to jam him between a' 
tent pole and the cage. The five- 
year-old tiger, named Moscow, 
was put back in its cage and the 
show continued. 

Dutch army - 
scraps rules 

THE HAGUE (R) — Dutch 
recruits will be allowed to sport 
earrings and wear their hair any 
length they want following par¬ 
liamentary approval Wednesday 
i to scrap scores of military regula¬ 
tions. Parliament approved a de¬ 
fence ministry plan to revamp foe 
military legal system and reduce 
disciplinary measures for the 
country 45,000 conscripts. The 
Netherlands has long been known 
for its relaxed attitude towards - 
discipline. 

Police stop thieves 
with oranges 

ROME (R) — An off-duty Ita¬ 
lian policeman stopped two men 
running off with a woman’s hand¬ 
bag in a crowded, noisy market 
by pelting them with oranges. 
Unable to reach the thieves or 
shout above the stallholders in 
Rome's main street market, 
Giovanni Murino grabbed the 
fruit from his wife's shop ping 
basket. Bystanders alerted by foe 
bombardment then held on to the 
men until they were arrested in 
Wednesday's incident, police 
said. 


Tomb robber 
sentenced 

PEKING (AP) — A coui 
western China has given a 
pended death sentence tq 

leader of a gang of tomb rob! 
the official Xinhua news ag 
says. The Xinjiang Uygnr au 
omous region court upheld a 
er court death sentence for 1 
Xtonglin for enconraj 
peasants in the Tuifan area t< 
86 tombs from die spring 
atitumn warring states pc 
(770-221 B.C.). But the 
court said the sentence woul 
converted to life imprison me 
long as the prisoner den 
trated repentance over the 
frro years. Xinhua reported 
day that the peasants sok 
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relics individually' com 
prices=of thousands' 'of \ 
when smuggled to antiqui 
kets in Hong Kong and 

foreign countries.. The.jG 
gvensmeni in recent, yea 
fried to crack down on lm 
smuggling operations fn'ax 
an d other cultural 











































































































































